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T is not very gratifying to those who regard our country 
as in the front rank among progressive nations to 
contrast the measures which have, up to the present, 
been taken towards the reconstruction of London with 
those indicated in an article in this issue on the procedure 
adopted by the U.S.S.R. for the rebuilding of Stalingrad. 
It is only fair to recognise that the parallel is not com- 
pletely valid in detail, but the differences cut both ways ; 
destruction in the Russian case was more complete and 
replanning easier in consequence ; but, on the ocd hand, 
Stalingrad was a comparatively modern city, built 
according to recent standards, and might excusably 
have been rebuilt on its. previous plan ; while our own 
capital city is recognised as obsolete in many respects 
and far more urgently in need of the most intensive study 
as to what is possible by way of reconstruction. 

The U.S.S.R. sent to Stalingrad a special commission 
from the Academy of Architecture, including four of 
its most eminent members, known by reputation as 
skilful planners. These, with others, have drawn up a 
general scheme, which has been approved by the Govern- 
ment and is to be carried out. This scheme seems to 
indicate a most dignified and impressive treatment, 
and we may look forward with interest to the publication 
of such illustrations as will enable us to visualise its 
general character. 

We do not regard it as having been practicable to 
adopt an exactly similar course for London, but some- 
thing much more closely resembling it would have 
carried things much further towards the ideals that 
might reasonably be demanded than the present con- 
fused tangle. Firstly, we have a division of the whole 
into three sections : the City, the L.C.C. area, and the 
outer zone, defined as the London region; thus is 
introduced at the start an element in the problem 
demanding an administrative solution which has not 
been provided. 

What is actually taking place has received a fair 
amount of publicity in our columns and in the non- 
technical Press, but, as a reminder to our readers, it 
may be well to give a brief summary of this. The work 
done by voluntary efforts includes the plan for general 
reorganisation of the whole region (except the centre of 
the City) by the R.1.B.A. and A.A. Regional Committee, 
and the two plans for improving the main design of 
London, the work of the Royal Academy. Neither of 
these has received any recognition from the Imperial 
Government, which professes to limit its knowledge to 
the authorised plans of the L.C.C. and the City Corpora- 
tion, and the one, not yet issued, for the Outer Region. 
These latter are but partially co-ordinated and deal 
only in a very tentative way with statutory under- 
takings. 

Apart from this criticism the L.C.C. plan has many 
valuable features, but that for the City is most disap- 
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pointing, as affording no contribution towards the 
solution of its problems and leaving all the worst features 
of the past, with the exception of the area around St. 
Paul’s Cathedral, practically untouched. It is notable 
that the Report does not include the name of the City 
Architect, and it is hardly conceivable that he has had 
much to do with most of the planning, so obvious is the 
lack of any architectural conception. This is notable 
in the planning of the Ring Road, not only on the 
South or Thames front but also the northern circuit, 
which is not only by no means an embellishment but 
is also in its eastern section unnecessarily destructive 
and uneconomic. 

The impression conveyed by this plan and the ac- 
companying report is that the City Committee neither 
visualises nor desires any important change in the City 
from what it was before the war, and so long as this 
attitude persists there seems to be little hope that we 
shall see a London which would be, in the eyes of 
those gifted with a spark of imagination, worthy of the 
great place that it holds in the economy of the Empire 
and which could adequately symbolise its position in 
that of the world. 

Is it not possible to appeal to the Government to 
take up the whole question as one of national importance 
and to call into council those best qualified to advise 
them with a brief to seek suggestions and advice from 
all quarters on all aspects, artistic and practical, so 
that nothing may be overlooked in an undertaking so 
full of possibilities for centuries to come? The difficulties 
and complexities of such a work must be recognised as 
far greater than in the Russian example which led us 
into this inquiry, and we have not, moreover, simplified 
the methods for acquiring land to the degree acceptable 
in the U.S.S.R., nor are we likely to do so; but this 
would not preclude an equitable arrangement for 
securing the control necessary to replan and reorganise 
in such a manner as would be artistically admirable 
and economically sound. 

The future Stalingrad is to be not only a busy centre 
of industry and commerce, with pleasant home sur- 
roundings for its citizens, but also a lasting memorial 
of a heroic episode in history, expressed perhaps more 
dramatically than we should be inclined to do. London 
has had in its time heroic moments, and though it is 
part of the British temperament to take these for 
granted, it would be a matter for lasting regret if the 
ordeal we are passing through should not be marked in 
a definite manner by the enhancement of the structural 
beauty and the general amenities in our reconstructed 
cities. ; 

The progress made in replanning some of the principal 
provincial centres is encouraging, but success in these 
would not be adequate compensation for failure in the 
National Capital. 
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NOTES ano» NEWS 


Dulwich Picture Gallery Damaged. 

Dutwicu Picture Gallery was severely 
damaged recently by a flying bomb, which 
also wrecked the adjoining mausoleum 
and disturbed the remains of. the.'three 
founders buried there. The outer stone 
shells of the coffins of the founders, Sir 
Francis Bourgeois, Noel Desenfans, and 
Mme. Desenfans were destroyed, but the 
inner leaden shells remained intact. 

Much of the gallery was left standing, 
although the roof was blown out and other 
damage done. About 100 pictures of the 
full collection of 600 were on the walls. 
Not all of them have been damaged, and 
those which have suffered are considered 
fit for restoration. . Masterpieces by 
Watteau,; ‘Rembrandt, Reynolds, Gains- 
borough,. Rubens, Velazquez, Van Dyck 
_and others had been’placed in security in 
1939. 

The gallery was designed by Sir John 
Soane, and a new wing was added a few 
years ago from the designs of Mr. H. §, 
Goodhart-Rendel, P-P.R.1.B.A. 


Imperial War Graves Commission: 
Architect Appointed for Italy. 

THE Imperial War Graves Commission 
has appointed Mr. Louis de Soissons, 
A.R.A., F.R.I.B.A., as its architect for 
Italy, and he is now visiting that area 
to advise on the planning and construc- 
tion of the cemeteries in liberated terri- 
tory no longer the scene of active opera- 
tions. 


R.1.B.A. Library Closing. 

Tue R.I.B.A. Library will be closed 
for all but essential war inquiries -during 
the week Monday, September 4, to Satur- 
day, September 9. This is to enable 
arrears in work and the annual cleaning 
to be completed. Books due for return 
during the week when the Library is 
closed will automatically be extended for 
return on Monday, September 11.\ Cur- 
rent issues only of periodicals will be 
available on the first-floor. landing. 


Rebuilding Methodist Churches. 

Tue Methodist ‘Conference has 
approved the launching of an appeal for 
£500,000 for repairing and rebuilding 
churches damaged during the war in 
Britain and oversea. This amount, it is 


stated, would include £50,000 as the 
Methodist quota to the British Council of 
Churches . for rebuilding Protestant 


churches in Europe. It is-reported that 
many churches had been damaged by fly- 
ing bombs, and that damage to Methodist 
property oversea, particularly in China, 
Burma,.and. Italy,, was estimated at 
£350,000. 


Proposed Town Planning Department, 
Cardiff. 

Carpirr Technical College Committee 
and the Architecture Advisory Sub-com- 
mittee have agreed to a tentative scheme 
for the establishment of a Department of 
Town and Country Planning. The com- 
mittee had. before it proposals drawn up 
by the Architecture Advisory Sub-com- 
mittee for the establishment of such a 
department to provide facilities in South 
Wales for advanced study in this impor- 
tant subject. The course, which will be 
post-graduate, will be of two years’ dura- 
tion, involving part-time evening attend- 
ance, or, if there is a demand for it, a 
full-time course. It was decided to sub- 
mit the tentative scheme to the various 
professional bodies and the University 
authorities concerned for approval and 
comment. 
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T. and C. Planning, East Monmouthshire. 

IN previous years ‘we have noted the 
active steps taken by Mr. M. E. Taylor 
towards producing -a sound planning 
scheme for East Monmouthshire, and the 
fifth annual report now issued by the 
Joint Committee, as endorsed by the 
chairman, Major Wm. Dixon, and the 
honorary clerk, Mr.- Vernon Lawrence, 
indicates that .there has been a year of 
strenuous work promising good results. 
The possibilities for the various urban 
and rural districts are set forth in detail 
and the bulk of the work desirable when 
Government action makes progress. prac- 
ticable is indicated. The area is mainly 
agricultural, but the development of 
existing industries and provision for add- 
ing others is included. 


Planning Summer School. 

A Town and Country Planning Summer 
School will be held. at.St. Andrews Uni- 
versity, Scotland, from September 18-25, 
under the auspiees of the Town Planning 
Institute. A strong syllabus has been pre- 
pared, and early application for the 210 
places should be made to the Hon. General 
Secretary, Tilbury House, Petty France, 
London, §.W.1. The fee for the course 
(including residence for the week) is 
£6 16s. The school is under the presidency 
of Mr. G. L. Pepler, C.B., P-P.T.P.TI. 


Manchester Society’s Newsletter. 

THE newsletter issued by the Man- 
chester Society of Architects serves a good 
purpose in keeping together, in these 
times, the membership of an association 
whose meetings are naturally restricted 
and many of whose members are serving 
in the Forces. It is a record of a lively 
session which goes to show that circum- 
stances can be overcome where there is a 


COMING EVENTS 


August 12-19. 

Boroven or TorrennaM. Lectures in con- 
nection with Town Planning Exhibition. At 
Town Hall, The Green, N.15. Saturday, 
August 12: Sir Stephen Tallents on ‘‘ Planning 
and the Public,” 3 p.m.—Thursday, August 17: 
Mr. R. L. Reiss on “ Distribution of Industry 
and Population,” 6.30 p.m.—Friday, August 18 : 
Meeting of Royal Sanitary Institute, 3 p.m.— 
Saturday, August 19: Sir James West on “ Some 
Aspects of Post-War Building Practice,” 3 p.m. 
The Exhibition is open daily (Sundays ex- 
cepted) from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. until August. 19. 


Wednesday, August 16. 

R.I.B.A. (American ousing in War and 
Peace Exhibition). Discussions (introduced by 
Mr. Arthur Ling and Mayor Sandford Carter) 
on “ Rehousing in Europe.” 66, Portland-place, 


W.1. 
September 18-25. 

Town PtanninG Institute. Town and Country 
Planning ' ‘‘ Summer School.” University of 
St. Andrews. (See ‘“‘ Notes and News” for 
details.) 





6 p.m. 
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will’ to do so. An interesting series of 
lectures hag been given, the junior mem. 
bers managed a very lively social even- 
ing, and the planning committee has done 
much -work on the R.I.B.A. National 
Plan. The Society has taken an active 
part in giving.talks to discussion groups, 

he newsletter ‘contains also a students’ 
section, from which we gather there were 
35 entries for the annual M.S.A. compe- 
titions,,. Nor .is humour absent, and the 
new typist’s efforts at copying out a 
specification are amusing, ¢.g., ‘‘ Work 
which is defective will be condoned by 
the architect.’’ Altogether a cheerful, use- 
ful publication which should well serve its 
purpose. 


Bangor Borough Surveyor’s Retirement. 

Mr. Price Davis, the Bangor Borough 
Surveyor, has resigned from his appoint- 
ment because of deteriorating health. At 
a meeting of the Bangor Borough Council 
it was resolved to accept, Mr, Davies’s 
resignation with deep regret, and he 
was asked to extend his service for some 
time beyond November 10 to enable a suc- 
cessor to be appointed. Mr. Davies will 
complete 25 years of municipal service in 
November next. In his retirement he will 
carry the good wishes of his many friends 
in the world of building and public works. 
We understand that Mr. Price Davies 
hopes to. be able to continue his contribu- 
tions' to current literature on building and 
public works and intends to remain in 
Bangor. 


Appointments. 

Mr. A. W. Kenyon, F.R.1.B.A., 
M.T.P.I., 15, Adeline-place,, W.C.1, has 
been appointed to prepare plans for Ban- 
stead U.D.C.s proposed housing scheme 
at Tadworth. 

Mr. J. Brian Cooprk, F.R.I.B.A., 177, 
Corporation-street, Birmingham, has been 
appointed to prepare a housing and indus- 
trial building scheme. for Machynlleth 
Urban Council, Wales. 

Mr. Georce Bartyotomew, A.R.I.B.A., 
has been appointed County Architect to 
the County of Dumfries. 

Mr. F. R. Sreecz, F.P..1.B.A., F.S.1., 
A.M.T.P.I., chief assistant to the Bristol 
City Architect, has been appointed Exeter 
City Architect, in succession tp Mr. J. G. 
Bennett, who retires in October. 

Mr. Epwarp ArmstronG, F.R.1.B.A., 
has been appointed by Kensington Borough 
Council as architect for flats in North 


.Kensingtoh. 


Mars Group: Meeting Postponed. 

Tue public meeting called by Mars for 
August -21, at the R.I.B.A., to discuss 
‘‘ What is Modern Architecture?” with 
Professor .Sir Charles H. Reilly in the 
chair, has been postponed tlll the autumn. 


From The Builder of 1844 
Saturday, August 10, 1844. Price 3d. 
Ir is a strange affront to the London, or 

proper Camden, Society that it should 
have had its name parodied by a juvenile 
set at Cambridge, whose weak and frantic 
proceedings are in complete Antipodean 
oppositién to the cool judgment 

indeed, seeing the ignorance, coarseness 
and buffoonery which are so plentifully 
sprinkled through the- works of this 
Society, we never behold or hear the three 
repeated letters CAM, CAM without feel- 
ing the same sensation as we should were 
we to see the announcement of the 
theatrical pantomime of ‘‘ Harlequin Cam- 
den.’’ .. . In the. meantime we caution all 
Englishmen who love their church and its 
architecture to be on their guard against 
the insidious false science of this society. 
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WILTSHIRE 
COUNTY 
OFFICES, 

TROWBRIDGE 


P. D. HEPWORTH, 
F.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECT. 


ALTHOUGH TROWBRIDGE IS ON THE 
outskirts of the county of Wiltshire, 
it was selected for offices owing to 
convenience of road and rail com- 
munications. The site is an old sports 
ground, slightly sloping and raised 
4 ft. above Bythesea-road, a short 
cross road, and is rather cramped for 
the required buildings and possible 
extensions. 

Burip1nes.—Consist of main office 
block, connected by gates and piers 
with two smaller buildings (t.e., 
County Record Store. and Resident 
Engineers’ quarters). Behind are two 
large open parking yards with two blocks 
of covered garages and cycle stores. 
The offices being in a small county 
town, with many stone and _ stone- 
roofed eighteenth century buildings, it 
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THE COUNCIL CHAMBER. THE WALLS ARE IN GREYED OAK. THE SEATING IS IN AUSTRALIAN 
OAK WITH GREEN MOROCCO UPHOLSTERY. 
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ONE OF THE SIX COMMIITEE- ROOMS. THIS IS PANELLED IN BIRD’S-EYE MAFLE. 


TSHIRE COUNTY OFFICES, TROWBRIDGE. P. D. HEPWORTH, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 
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D=TAIL OF CHAIRMAN’S SEAT AND ALDERMANIC CHAIRS. THESE ARE IN 
GREYED OAK WITH TEAK INLAY, 
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FIRST-FLOOR PLAN. 
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GROUND-FLOOR PLAN. 


WILTSHIRE COUNTY OFFICES, TROWBRIDGE. 
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EDUCATING THE HOUSE- 
HOLDER 


FORTHCOMING HOUSING CENTRE 
LECTURES. 


Tue Housing Centre will hold no meet- 
ings during the month of August, but in 
September it will open an attack upon the 
housing problem from a new oti A 
course of lectures will be given having for 
its object the instruction of householders 
in their rights, duties, etc. Mr. Edward 
Newman gave an introductory address at 
a meeting held at 13, Suffolk-street, on 
the last Tuesday in July. Miss M. 
McArthur presided, and introduced the 
lecturer, explaining that Mr. Newman 
was the editor of Jdeal Home, and had 
originated the idea of this course of lec- 
tures. Among other speakers would be a 
lawyer and an architect. 

Mr. Newman said that neither planning 
nor housing was an end in itself, but he 
had received the impression that planners 
were concerned with providing better liv- 
ing conditions rather than the Setter living 
for which they were planning those con- 
ditions, and without which the better con- 
ditions would be wasted. Any young 
couple, provided they had enough money 
and perhaps the means to give references, 
could accommodate themselves to house- 
holding, family life and citizenship with- 
out knowing anything about it. . The re- 
sult was often unfortunate. It did not 
take much listening to hear the dismal 
chorus: ‘‘ If only we had known, would 
we ever have taken this house? If only 
we had known, would we ever have ‘bur- 
dened ourselves with this garden? If 
only we had known the agreement let us 
in for all these repairs! If only we had 
known what it costs to furnish! If only 
we had known the furniture was not worth 
the money! If only we had known a bit 
more about having a baby! If only we 
had known something about the place be- 
fore we came to live here! If we had 
known how little the neighbourhood offers 
to children! ”” 

Explaining the object of such a course 
as that to be given in September, Mr. 
Newman said it should seek to teach the 
householder the advisability of knowing 
something about the neighbourhood he 
proposed to move into, its possibilities, its 
advantages and its disadvantages, its 
local authority, and the necessity of 
taking one’s share of the responsibilities 
and pleasures of the neighbourhood as one 
of its citizens. It should teach him what 
to look for in a lease, what was leasehold, 
what was freehold, what was a repairing 


|| lease, a mortgage, what were rates and 
| |} taxes, what was rateable value, whether 

|| any change in it or the rates could affect 
| the outgoings. [t should teach him 
| enough about the design, construction and 


materials of building to enable him to 


| || know whether it was a good house he was 


thinking of taking. Ignorance made many 
purchasers of smart looking but badly 
built houses. 


Outline of Studies in Town Planning. 
At the request of the R.I.B.A. Com- 
mittee on the Training of Architects in 
Town Planning, Dr. H. V. Lanchester, 
F.R.I.B.A., has prepared an Outline of 
Studies in Town Planning. Owing to war 
conditions many of the well-known text- 
books on town planning are unobtainable, 
and this Outline will be especially valu- 
able to those who cannot take a course 
at a school and must rely on private 
sindy. The Outline has been produced in 
pamphlet form, and copies. can be ob- 
tained on application to the R.I.B.A., 
price 1s. 3d. each, including postage. 
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THE STALINGRAD OF 
TO-MORROW 
By I. POMELOV. 
Statincrap! The name is familiar 


in every corner of the globe. It is the 
symbol of gallantry and fortitude in 
tlre struggle for liberty. The battle 
which raged inside the city marked the 
turning point of this war. Here a 
German army 300,000 strong found 
its grave. 

Stalingrad emerged from the struggle 
victorious but disfigured. I remember 
flying over the city in March, 1943, a 
month after fighting had died down in 
its streets. The pilot circled lbw, and 
I found it hard to believe that what 
I saw had formerly been a city. 
Streets and squares were blurred, and 
I could not even make out just where 
the buildings used to stand. Only in 
places could I see skeletons of houses 
rising up from among the ruins. In 
Stalingrad the Germans demolished 
40,000 buildings, 120 kilometres of tram- 
way lines, 300 kilometres of water- 
pipes, all bridges, and 14 parks. 

As soon as the last shot was fired in 
Stalingrad the work of rehabilitation 
began immediately. The whole country 
joined in the effort. Squads of young 
workers arrived from towns and cities 
from all over the Soviet Union. An 
endless stream of trains loaded with 
building materials, machinery and 
tools flowed in. Workers in the Urals, 
in Siberia, in Tula, in Kuibyshev, in 
Kazan, operated their lathes until late 
at night and on Sundays in order to 
do their bit for Stalingrad. Every citi- 
zen of the U.S.8S.R. considered it his 
duty to take part in the rehabilitation 
of the city which stopped Hitler. 

And Stalingrad has been brought 
back to life. Its population is grow- 
ing fast. Over a hundred big and 
small factories and plants are function- 
ing. The Stalingrad Tractor Plant, the 
Red October Plant and other indus- 
trial giants are speedily being rehabili- 
tated. By now houses with a total floor 
space of 400,000 square metres have 
been repaired and rebuilt. The water 
supply system has been put in order 
and tramcars are running. 47,000 
children are attending school, and a 
widespread network of hospitals and 
polyclinics has been re-established. 
There are 125 public dining-rooms and 
several theatres. 

But this is only the beginning. 
Stalingrad is, in fact, to be built anew. 
The Soviet Government has invited 
the country’s. leading architects to 
help to rehabilitate the city. Not long 
ago Stalingrad was visited by a special 
commission of the Academy of Archi- 
tecture. It included Academicians 
Alabian, Mordvinov, Schusev and 
Iofan. A group fof architects worked 
under Alabian’s direction to draw up 
a general reconstruction plan of Stalin- 
grad. The plan was approved by the 
Government, and is being put into 
practice. 

“The Stalingrad of to-morrow,” de- 
clared Alabian, ‘“‘ will have a magnifi- 
cent riverside boulevard running along 
the Volga. It will be lined with 
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beautiful houses and statues of Stalin- 
grad heroes. The boulevard will run 
the length of the city and its suburbs. 
In the middle of it will be a huge 
Victory Square with an imposing 
Defence Museum which will contain 
relics and trophies of the Battle of 
Stalingrad. In the centre of the square 
a huge monument: to the gallant men 
who defended the city will be erected. 
It will be seen from every spot in 
Stalingrad. The embankment will 
have numerous steps leading down to 
the piers on the Volga, and several 
monuments commemorating the 
courage of the river flotilla and 
General Rodimtsev’s guardsmen. 
“Another wide tree-lined avenue will 
run above and parallel to the embank- 
ment. Office and municipal buildings, 
theatres and clubs will be built along 
it. The centre of the city is to be 
made up of squares connected by a 
network of avenues. The beautiful 
Avenue of Stalingrad Heroes going up 
from the embankment will connect 
Victory-square with the Square of 
Fallen Fighters on which the House 
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of the Soviets and statues to fallen 
heroes will be erected. It is planned 
to make the centre of the city an 
architectural ensemble of incompar- 
able grandeur. 

“‘ Stalingrad will be terraced so that 
d‘fferent. spots in the city will afford 
picturesque views of the riverside 
boulevard, the Volga, the buildings 
and monuments. A modern safety 
motor-road will girdle the city. 

“In contrast to the monumental 
buildings, many comfortable pleasant, 
dwellings will be built amidst parks 
and gardens. Big parks are to be laid 
out in the valley of the Pionerka River 
and on the hills of Mamaev Kurgan. 
On top of the highest hill a building 
containing a huge circular painting of 
the Battle of Stalingrad will be erected. 

** Stalingrad will be constructed in 
such a way that every person sailing 
along the Volga or walking along the 
streets and squares will regard the city 
as a colossal monument to the Red 
Army men who fought in it and a 
symbol of the power and invincibility 
of the Russian people.” 


AN ENGLISH ARCHITECT IN NORMANDY 


SQUADRON-LEADER DIXON-SPAIN. 


We published in our last issue an item 
of wireless news from Normandy recording 
something of the activities of Squadron- 
Leader Dixon-Spain (Mr. J. E. Dixon- 
Spain, 0.B.E., F.R.I.B.A.), who is with 
the First U.S. Army, in charge of ancient 
monuments in the line of battle. By the 
courtesy of Professor A. E. Richardson, 
R.A., we are able to publish the following 
letter, which he received recently :— 


H.Q. First U.S. Army, 

G—5 Section, 

A.P.O. 230, 

Normandy. 

Deak RicHaRDSON,—To let you hear to 
what pass your good backing has brought 
me! I followed on the invasion with the 
American Army. 

Why the American? I would not know. 
It is a new experience—had thought 
there were no others. I see no soul I 
ever knew previously. My times and 
ways of life are changed, but I like my 
brethren; would not have missed their 
company. 

My address above is the only one I 
have, although I am never with H.Q., but 
rely on an occasional visit to pick up 
letters. 

These people of Normandy are a fine 
stock. ... Curiously, we hear little of 
“the war’’—no wireless, no papers— 
although the immediate sounds of battle 
are plentiful enough. 

I find much of mild interest—the splash 
of l’ecole romane de Normandie in prac- 
tically all the churches. An item came 
to my notice last week that would have 
pleased you—an ancient tower—12th 
century—long hidden in a mass of later 
buildings—masked by the shops of the 
Place du Marché—standing stark and un- 
moved with all the surrounding buildings 
destroyed by bomb, shell, vibration and 
blast. The fine old relic impressed me 
as an amusing comment on building con- 
struction. What a providential thing 
that our construction is not as enduring! 
I look forward to returning to my archi- 
tecting before long and hope I may be 
able to do a little work worth while—at 
least that is my ambition. 

I hope you keep well and pursue your 
work with your accustomed enthusiasm 
—it will be so necessary for the settle- 
ment of this mix-up. I think education 
and guidance and teaching are matters 
of pre-eminent importance in these days. 


I find all these American lads still pray 
with faces turned to “efficiency ’— 
machines—“ scienge ” and all the rest of 
the clap-trap which presented us with the 
present picture. Livingstone is not an 
architect, but he has said fine things 
about edueation. 

With all good wishes. 

Yours very sincerely, 
J. E. Drxon-Spain. 

I beg you to remember me as I seem 
to have passed from the memory of every- 
one. Five years away out of contact is 
a long period. : 


THE “TARRAN ’’ HOUSE 


DESIGN COMPETITION. . 

THE results in the competition for house 
designs using the ‘‘ Tarran’”’ system of 
construction, assessed by Mr. T. Cecil 
Howitt, D.S.0., F.R.I.B.A., were given in 
our issue of July 14. 

The winners in the four sections were :— 

Type T2/1 (bungalow with two bed- 
rooms) — Frederick Hill, A.R.I.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.I., of Melksham. Type 73/1 
(bungalow with three bedrooms)—Arthur 
M. Foyle, A.R.I.B.A., and Glyn Roberts, 
A.R.L.B.A. Type T2/2 (house with two 
bedrooms)—George E. Salt, F.I.A.A., 
L.R.I.B.A., Southport. T'ype 3/2 (house 
with three bedrooms)—George E. Salt, 
F.LA.A., L.R.I.B.A. The winning de- 
signs in the 7'2/1 and 73/1 sections are 
illustrated on the facing page. 

In his report Mr. Howitt states: I 
would congratulate you on receiving sets 
of designs varying in number from 131 
competitors. There are many excellent 
designs in addition to those that have been 
awarded premiums, and the whole of the 
drawings show very clearly the present- 
day outlook on the planning problems of 
meal space, utility rooms, plumbing units, 
easy house work, and ample cupboard 
accommodation for the variety of rooms 
and floor space indicated in the conditions 
for the different type designs. As a unit 
house depends so much on . grouping, 
setting, and the masses and various sizes 
of each block for its appearance and attrac- 
tiveness, I would very strongly advocate 
that the successful competitors’ advice 
should be obtained on any block plan 
scheme, even for the smallest number of 
houses. 
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WINNING DESIGN TYPE T 2/1 (Bungalow with 2 bedrooms) } 
BY FREDERICK HILL, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I. 
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WINNING DESIGN TYPE T 2/2 (House with 2 bedrooms) 
BY GEORGE E. SALT, F.I.A.A., L.R.I.B.A, 


THE “ TARRAN ’’ HOUSE DESIGN COMPETITION. (See facing page). 

















CORRESPONDENCE 


[Whilst we are glad to publish lettere on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessarily 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who wt 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
as possible. 

Housing: A Modernised Brick Needed. 
To tHe Epiror or The Builder. 

Sirn,—I’m a quantity surveyor, but 
don’t be alarmed. I was born in the 
building trade 64 years ago. I am told 
there are two sorts of quantity surveyors 
—drunkards and lunatics. Most people (I 
mean the uninformed) think our profession 
some sori of disease that should be 
avoided. 

Joking aside, has it occurred to some- 
one to ask a quantity surveyor about the 
cost of these various methods of building 
houses? I include prefabrication. _ 

In my opinion, there is no prettier or 
cheaper method than brick, but it needs 
modernising. You get the clay out of the 
ground and you bake it, after paying a 
small sum to the ground landlord. 

It is the different processes you go 
through in building that make it so 
costly : (1) You build it; (2) You plaster 
it, and perhaps knock it half off; then 
you decorate it, and perhaps youve 
finished. 

Why not cut half of these processes out 
by building an outer skin of brick and 
an inner skin of hollow blocks already 
dull biscuit colour enamelled in a factory 
—size, say, 12in. by 12in., or even long 
blocks. If the colour is objected to 
(although this colour blends with every- 
thing), it could be recoloured afterwards. 
The ceilings could be panelled asbestos 
finished in a like manner. The pipes 
could be of copper and fixed on the face 
of the wall. } 

Of course, you are going to tell me that 
these blocks would get knocked about in 
transit, but you must pack them, and, 
what is more definite, educate the men in 
just the same way as the missus taught 
me to wash up without breaking a plate. 
Once taught, they wouldn’t forget, and, 
the house once built, there is very little 
risk. 
If the colour of the mortar Letween the 
blocks is objected to, go over the joints 
with a lining pitch. 

I have no shares in any company, but 
[ should like to see my country have 
“ houses fit for heroes to live in”’ (revised 
edition). 

Leamington Spa. T. W. Batey. 

Housing Densities. 
To tHe Epiron or The Builder. 

Sim,—Mr. R. V. Boughton’s letter 
(The Builder, August 4) on housing den- 
sities fails to carry his lengthy argument 
to its logical conclusions. ; 

If the worker 50 years ago could exist 
in a 50/acre house, surely his ‘‘ better-fed 
and more healihy’’ counterpart to-day 
would be tough enough to survive in a 
150/acre house. Aiter all, such quarters 
would be more spacious than those vf 
many quadruped workers. 

Or if the ‘“‘social and economic 
factors’’ beloved of Mr.. Boughton 
(though studied by him rather superfici- 
ally) are to form the criterion for hous- 
ing densities, we could probably maintain 
efficient biped workers in buildings based 
on gaol designs, akin to the poultry 
keeper’s intensive batteries, for even less 
space per worker. 

The modern town worker suffers a great. 
deal from lack of space. In work, recrea- 
tion, travel, he is constantly jostled by 
his fellows. Can we not plan his home 


THE BUILDER 


boldly and spaciously enough to allow 
him to experience the spiritual value of 
privacy and occasional solitariness? The 
art of planning did not reach its zenith 
in 1939. Let us learn to regard living 
space not as a maximum but as a mini- 
mum to be increased wherever possible. 
I suggest one-sixth of an acre as such a 
minimum. 

Incidentally, in Mr. Boughton’s second 
alphabet of paragraphs, why does (f) ad- 
vocate 20/acre, when (c) praises the plan- 
ners of 12/acre layouts? 

I congratulate ycu on sparing space. for 
discussion of a subject so academic as far 
as building is concerned. 

London, W.C.1. R. H. Ransrorp. 


Garages in Local Authorities’ Housing 
hemes. 
To the Editor of Tue Buriper. 

Sir,—In al] development plans (local 
authorities’ or otherwise) provision should 
be made for garage accommodation, either 
within “the curtilage of the house or 
grouped in separate units. 

This policy would, in time, abolish the 
eyesores at present rampant in the form 
of nondescript structures which have been 
added to houses and sites over the country- 
side. To satisfy the view held by your 
correspondent, F. Holmes, garage accom- 
modation could be provided in _ local 
authorities’ housing schemes and rented 
economically, thus excluding the need for 
subsidy; the tidiness of our land would 
similarly be much improved if garden 
and allotment sheds were also. considered 
as necessary buildings in our layout plans. 


W. F. Hurry, L.R.1LB.A. 


Colchester. 


Repair of War Damage: Cost of Works 
Pamphlet, ROD1. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sir,—After some difficulty I have been 
able to obtain a copy of this document 
and have read Mr. Hookway’s review 
in your July 7 issue. .Mr. Hookway 
rightly says that the classification ‘‘Analo- 
gous Sub-Trades’’ might have been more 
lucidly designated, and I would go farther 
and suggest that some enlightenment is 
necessary on ‘‘ Sub-Trades.”’ 

In paragraph 12 (sub-contracting and 
sub-trading), the Commission is to decide 
where sub-contracting or sub-trading is 
reasonable having regard to practice pre- 
vailing in the district. 

Paragraph 33 says: ‘‘ Sub-trades cover 
work normally within the province of the 
builder, but sub-traded in varying de- 


Could we be told if plastering, glazing, 
tiling, slating, granolithic flooring (all 
labour and materials) come under this 
heading? Presumably they would do, as 
the builder usually provides plant, 
screeds, etc. 

Section V (percentage addition in cost- 
plus cases). B. Builder’s fee on sub- 
trades: I have read this clause a dozen 
times and am noi satisfied that I have 
interpreted it correctly. It reads: ‘‘ (1) 
Where the aggregate amount of the sub- 
trader’s accounts (exclusive of analo- 
gous sub-trades) as assessed does not ex- 
ceed one-third of the total prime cost of 
the builder’s direct works plus the 
amount of the sub-trades and the analo- 
gous sub-trade (but not sub-contracts) and 
does not exceed. . . £50, 15 per cent. 

(ii) Where the aggregate amount ex- 
ceeds one-third the above scale applies up 
to that limit and on any excess over one- 
third. 

“*(a) Where the total prime cost of the 
builder’s direct work plus the amount of 
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the sub-trades and analogous sub-trades 
does not exceed £100. . . 5 per cent. 

‘“‘C. Builder’s fee on analogous sub- 
trades. The fees on analogous sub- 
trades shall be at the rates set out in B. 
(i) above.” 

Now let us take an actual account. 
The aggregate amount of sub-traders’ 
accounts (exclusive of analogous sub- 
trades)*is, say, £48. The total prime cost 
of builder’s direct work is, say, £95, so 
these two amounis together total £143, a 
third of which is £47 13s. 4d. What 
would be the percentage allowed? If the 
answer is 15 per cent., my reply would 
be that the £48 does exceed one-third of 
- total prime cost, but does not exceed 


The matter is further complicated by 
C. Builder’s fee on analogous sub-trades. 
To give another instance :— 


£ 

Analogous sub-trades total ..- 1 
Sub-trades.... ae vo 7 4 
Builder’s direct work _... «95 
£173 


We are told the answer is set out in 
B. (i) above. Can anyone tell me the 
answer ? 

How much more easily understood it 
would have been if the fees for sub-trades 
and “analogous sub-trades had been set out 
as D. 1 INTERESTED. 


SOUND TRANSMISSION IN 
BUILDINGS 


Tue Secretary of the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research 
announces that ‘‘ Sound Transmission in 
Buildings—Practical Notes for Architects 
and Builders,’’ by R. Fitzmaurice and W. 
Allen, of the Building Research Station 
of the D.S.I.R., which was published just 
after the outbreak of war, has been out 
of print for some time. The report deals 
with a subject of such importance, how- 
ever, that it has been reprinted so that 
the information contained, in it may be 
available for use in the post-war building 
problems. 

The report deals with the way sound 
is transmitted from one part of a build- 
ing to another, with the conditions relat- 
ing to different types of occupancy, and 
with the new structural technique de- 
veloped as a result of the joint research 
carried out for some years by the National 
Physical Laboratory and the Building Re- 
search Station. The technique is described 
and worked out in the form of examples 
for the design of flats and semi-detached 
houses. Problems of hospitals, office build- 
ings and other dwelling-houses are also 
considered. 

Copies may be obtained from H.M. 
Stationery Office (York House, Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2), price 4s. (by post 4s. 6d.). 


BRISTOL SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS. 
Taunton Group Formed. 

A representative body of architects, 
composed of those living .and/or prac- 
tising in West Somerset, has recently 
been formed under the name of the 
Taunton Group of the Bristol Society of 
Architects, and is affiliated to the Royal 
Institute of British Architects. An object 
of the group is to stimulate local in- 
terest in architectural and town and 
country matters. Mr. H. S. W. Stone, 
F.R.I.B.A... Lloyds Bank Chambers, 
Taunton, has been elected chairman of 
the group, and the hon. eT, is Mr. 
R. H. Clay, A.R.I.B.A., 5, Wellington- 
rd., Taunton. 
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THE M.O.W. STEEL HOUSE 


DEBATE IN PARLIAMENT 


STRONG criticism of the M.O.W. Steel 
House was forthcoming during the second 
reading debate on the Housing (‘empor- 
ary Accommodation) Bill in the House of 
Commons last week. 

Mr. WILLINK, the Minister of Health, in 
moving the second reading, said that the 
Government had come to the conclusion 
that there would be a serious shortage of 
family accommodation at the end of the 
war and that whatever might be done 
there would be a period before the pro- 
vision of permanent housing could meet 
even the most urgent part of the housing 
demand. The maximum figure of 300,000 
houses built or building at the end of 
the second year after the end of the 
war in Europe was based on the estimate 
that the labour force available for build- 
ing of all kinds would be between 350,000 
and 380,000 as against a pre-war strength 
of about 1,000,000. Day by day, particu- 
larly during the present form of enemy 
attack, the problem grew in scale, and it 
was quite obvious from recent debates 
that the House was insistent that the 
question of housing should be dealt 
with, with imagination and the greatest 
energy. It was agreed that they could 
not restrict themselves to methods of 
permanent houses. He was advised by 
the Minister of Works that it was usu 
ally reckoned that it took 100,000 building 
operatives to build 100,000 houses in a 
year, and the building labour required 
for bungalows was not more than 8,000 
or 10,000. They had reason to think that 
something of the order of 100,000 of these 
bungalows could be produced within one 
year of going into production. The tem- 
porary houses were designed and in- 
tended to stand for a limited period. A 
comforting fact was that a large pro- 
portion of those who were in urgent need 
of houses would be young married 
couples and the concurrent building of 
300,000 permanent houses .would go 
towards meeting the needs of those with 
larger families. 

In many respects,*particularly the fit- 
tings, there was 4 standard in the Portal 
houses which he hoped all permanent 
house construction would emulate. With 
regard to materials and methods of con- 
struction, which had been carefully con- 
sidered, it was intended to produce a 
simple manual for tenants, which he 
hoped would be of assistance, in a house 
with so many novel features, in manage- 
ment and upkeep. It might turn out 
that, because they had been planning a 
structure which was sub-standard, it had 
had more attention than any house had 
before. It was probably more scientifi- 
cally correct than a house had ever been, 
and he cnly hoped it would be corre- 
spondingly comfortable. There was no 
question of concentrating on one form 
of construction for the whole of this 
emergency operation. What was neces- 
sary, in the first place, was to find an 
industry capable of very large-scale pro- 
duction at the earliest date, and able to 
rely on an adequate supply of materials. 
The industry selected was the pressed 
steel industry. It had a vast experience 
from its war-time production, it had ac- 
cumulated great facilities, and the view 
was taken that it would fulfil the neces- 
sary conditions better than any other. 
It was in relation to the resources of that 
industry that the bungalow had been 
designed. 

There would be at least five firms who 
would take part in the production. Two, 
Briggs Motor Bodies, and the Pressed 
Steel Company, would provide the bulk 
of the careasses and the partitions. 
Among the main contractors for the fit- 


tings would be Fisher and Ludlow, 
Limited, Sankey-Sheldon, and Rubery 
Owen. All of these concerns were at 


present taking part in war production for 
the three Supply Ministries, and main- 
tained a most accurate system of costs. 


Mr. Hopkinson: Are we to understand 
that the whole thing is cut and dried, 
there is to be no open tender, and no 


precautions have been taken to see 
whether these firms are connected 
together ? 


Mr. WILLINK: It is clear that the whole 
thing is not cut and dried. I was indi- 
eating the proposals. 

Sir P. Harris: Will the Minister 
make it clear that this is not a close 
corporation, but that other firms wili be 
allowed to manufacture? 

Mr. WiLLInkK: They will certainly be 
so, not only with regard to this form 
of construction but other forms of con- 
struction which will be included in the 
programme. 

These firms, he continued, were all 
doing work for the Government on an 
accurate basis of costing. That was the 
method which would be applied to this, 
which would be treated as a similar 
operation. This was the first design, and 
the possibility of adding to this first 
type was being examined. . Provided that 
the necessary production conditions 
could be secured further types would be 
added. Alternative materials were be- 
ing considered, and he was advised that 
they were likely to be capable of manu- 
facture at a price no higher than the 
prototype. If such an alternative was 
approved there could be an alternative 
design, still making use of the standard 
fittings, which would be mass-produced. 
Commenting on the scarcity of materials, 
he said that all the timber would be 
required for the permanent housing pro- 
gramme. Lord Portal had taken great 
care in this bungalow project not to make 
use of materials which would be required 
for the permanent houses. Careful ac- 
count had been taken of the suggestions 
that emerged from the exhibition of the 
models. It must be without precedent 
for such a model to be seen by no fewer 
than 30,000 people. The modifications of 
the original prototype resulted in great 
improvement. It was not possible to em- 
body all the suggestions, but the main 
ones made were remarkably unanimous 
and had been embodied. 

It was clear that the arrangements 
for production, including transport to 
the site and erection of the specially- 
made structure, must be undertaken by 
the Government. The Government were 
to acquire and own the bungalows, and 
provision was made to enable the neces- 
sary money to be raised for that purpose. 
The purpose of the Bill was to assist the 
housing authorities in meeting the im- 
mediate shortage of housing accommoda- 
tion, which would be greatest in the 
blitzed areas. The general scheme was 
that bungalows would be put on sites 
developed with the necessary roads and 
services by the local authorities, and to 
the utmost extent possible the whole 
scheme would be treated as part of 
local authority housing operations. It 
was realised that this short-term pro- 
vision of houses must result in a very 
heavy Ioss on each house during its life, 
and that a much greater proportion of 
that loss must be borne by the Govern- 
ment. The arrangements should be 
flexible, but it was intended that they 
should be such as to secure that the 
charge on a bungalow a year on local 
authorities would be no greater than 
was ordinarily incurred by them in their 
army | operations. In some areas it 
might be that almost all the bungalows 
would have to go on such expensive land 
that there might be no payment to the 
Exchequer, but rather a payment from 
the Exchequer to the local authority. 
For that reason it was not proposed to 
take the financial resolution that day. To 
meet that contingency an addition to the 
resolution, as well as a simple amend- 
ment in the Bill, would be necessary. 

The cost of the proposed bungalows 
would be of the order of £600 each, includ- 
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ing transport and erection. That figure 
included an extra £50 over the original 
estimate to provide for improvements 
made since the seeped Lag was exhibited. 
These included the extra height of 6 in. 
the outdoor shed, the front door, an 

the loggia; of the £600, £100 would be 
for the services in erection and transport, 
£100 for the kitchen unit and repairs, 
£400 for the carcass, roof, ceilings, parti- 
tions, lining material, doors, insulation 
paint, and the other fittings. The aver- 
age life of the house would be 10 years, 
but it would undoubtedly vary from dis- 
trict to district. It would be determined 
in accordance with thé housing situation 
in the district when and as building 
developed. The rents charged would be 
on terms equal to those charged for local 
authority houses. The house was smaller 
than the ordinary municipal house, but 
it would contain a number of items 
which were normally tenants’ fixtures. 
It was a short-term programme, and 
that was why the powers in the Bill were 
limited to provi 3 structures which 
could be supplied by October 1, 1947. 
As regards subsidies, that date gave 
ample time for consideration of the 
appropriate payment. Removal would 
be controlled and would be undertaken 
as soon as conditions permitted. 

As soon as discussions with the local 
authorities were complete, action must 
be taken to secure the necessary sites, 
whether for permanent houses or the 
bungalows. The Government regarded 
the preparation of land for these houses 
as an absolutely vital preliminary to the 
success of the project, and they could 
not afford any possibility of a hold-up. 
If Parliament approved, they intended 
to use the Bill’s provisions at the earliest 
— date to meet as urgent a prob- 
em in the civil sphere as any they had 
had to face. 

At the end of Mr. Willink’s speech it 
was agreed to postpone the conclusion 
of the second reading till the House re- 
sumes towards the end of September. 
There was, however, a protracted debate 
in which the scheme for the Porta 
houses was criticised from all quarters. 


Mr. Barnes, for the Labour Party, 
alleged that undue weight and influence 
had been exerted on the side of the 
Portal house. They should be given 
more information about the cost of the 
steel for these houses. They ought to 
be satisfied before agreeing to a price 
of £22 10s. a ton for steel plates. 

Sir Jonah Walker-Smith said that the 
Dudley Committee laid it down that 
the superficial area of these bungalows 
should be 900 ft. That confirmed the 
conclusions of a Government Committee 
in which he (the speaker) served 25 years 
ago, but nuw the Government proposed to 
crowd the whole domestic activities of 
a household into 600 superficial feet. He 
opposed the Bill, declaring that the 
annual loss on each house would be £42. 
There were to be built 250,000, which 
meant a loss of £105,000,000, so that there 
would be no economy in either time or 
money. 

Mr. Silkin said that the Portal house 
was sub-standard in many respects. In 
the first place, both bedrooms led out of 
either the livitg room or the kitchen. 
To get ta one you had to go into the 
living room, then into the kitchen, and 
then into the bedroom. In order to go 
into the second, you went from the liv- 
ing room into the bedroom. All housing 
opinion would condemn leading into 
bedrooms out of kitchens. Moreover, the 
living room, of about 145 feet, had three 
doors in it, one leading into the hall, 
one into the kitchen, and one into a 
bedroom. Obviously there must be 
draughts quning: from these various 
doors. Then the house would suffer from 
condensation, from noise and from ex- 
cessive heat in the summer. The house 
would have to stand up to rough 
weather. It might not outlast the ten 
years, especially if there were young 
healthy children in it. As to the height 
of the rooms, that was a defect, particu- 
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jJarly in congested areas, and he imagined 
that the majority of the houses would be 
built in congested areas. A height of 
7 ft. 6 in. in the country was all right, 
but in towns it was bad. In London the 
minimum height was 8 ft. 6in. Then 
there wds a real Senger of warping, and, 
where that happened, the cost of repair 
would be enormous. It would mean sub- 
.stituting the warped part by a new part. 
He took it that the vast majority of these 
houses would be of the two-bedroom type. 
No other types were at present available. 
The prospect of anything like 250,000 of 
these houses, all alike, scattered all over 
the country, filled him with horror. He 
was advised on high authority. that these 
houses were peculiarly susceptible to 
vermin. Where would these houses be 
put? Would they be built on blitzed 
‘sites? These houses, by reason of their 
construction of one storey instead of the 
normal two, would take up twice as 
much space as the ordinary house. That 
was confirmed by the frontage of the 
-house, which was 34 ft. 6 in. against the 
normal frontage of 16 to 20 ft. As these 
houses could not be put close together 
and did not lend themselves to terracing, 
but would have to be separated by some 
yards of air-space and light, it followed 
that not more than half the number of 
Jhouses could be put on a site as compared 
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with permanent houses, That was the 
position in most towns, but in London 
the position was even worse. It would 
be about 18 months or two years before 
these houses could be turned out on any- 
thing like an adequate scale. Was it 
really worth while for the sake of that 
amount of saving to put up a house that 
would only last a limited period and then 
have to be dismantled? 

Mr. Hicks, Joint Parliamentary Sec- 
retary to the Ministry of Works, replying 
to the debate, said that sheer hard neces- 
sity had conditioned this proposal to tide 
overa period. Whohadcome forward with 
a house of comparable quality? No one 
was denied access to the Ministry. About 
50 to 60 people had put forward proposals 
for houses, but they did not stand up to 
the tests for temporary houses. Some 
were, however, going along fairly well. 
The Ministry were waiting for proposals. 
If anyone had ideas, let him come 
along with them. At the moment 
negotiations were taking place in 
regard to the Weir house, a_ per- 
manent steel dwelling, and when the dis- 
cussions were finished instructions would 
be given for these houses to be built. 
The Weir house was not a temporary 
house but a permanent house. It re- 


quired about 15 tons of steel, as against 
5.75 tons for the Portal house, 














A wall-sheet exhibited outside Messrs. Travis and Arnold’s Northampton office, 
kt is made up of cuttings from the Technical Press, and has, we are informed, 
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With regard to the cost of the Portal 
house about £50 was estimated as the 
cost of services and drainage. Site pre- 
paration ordinarily included the making 
of the roads and putting in sewers. In 
this matter the houses would not only be 
manufactured, transported and erected 
on the sites, but water, electric light and 
gas, together with drains and services, 
would be put in as part of the general 
cost. It did not include the cost of land. 

Mr. Hopkinson: Does it include the 
cost of concrete road making and putting 
mains up to the houses before they are 
connected ? 

Mr. Hicks: It does not include the 
making of roads, but it does include 
paths round the house and hedges, and 
the fittings are fairly expensive. This 
£600 is made up like this: erection costs, 
including drains and services and con- 
crete slab, roughly £100; built-in’ cup- 
boards and the kitchen unit with gas 
cooker and refrigerator are estimated to 
cost another £100; £175 is the price gener- 
ally for the steel in the carcass, the roof 
and the ceiling, walls and floor supports 
and the shed. The balance of £225 in- 
cludes bath, lavatory basin, w.c., living- 
room stove, painting, hot and cold water 
circulation, waste pipe, immersion heater, 
wooden floor, wooden doors, anti-drum 
treatment, ventilators, electric lighting 
and so on. Each item has been ex- 
amined and made up to ascertain the 
cost and not to guess at it. Every item 
has had to be examined by the greatest 
experts we can summon to our aid to 
find out the actual cost. Whilst £600 
is the figure given now, it must of neces- 
sity be a rough estimate until the houses 
go into production and are assembled 
and put up in proper positions in such 
numbers as to allow us to give a more 
accurate estimate. It is not anticipated 
that it will be any more. It is hoped 
and believed that the house may be sup- 
plied at an even cheaper rate. 

The debate was adjourned. 


OBITUARY 


F. C. Eden, M.A., F.R.1.B.A., F.S.A. 

The death has taken plage, at the age of 
60, of Francis Charles Eden. The son 
of the late F. M. Eden, agent of the Duke 
of Buccleuch, he was educated at Welling: 
ton College and Keble College, Oxford, and 
received his architectural training under 
Bodley and Garner. Few men had a 
greater capacity for combining originality 
and tradition, coupled with an unusual 
sensitivity to refinement of detail. He had 
read and travelled extensively; he had a 
wide knowledge of Italian art, and he 
knew Brittany particularly well. He built 
only two churches—St. John’s, Harpen- 
den, and St. George’s. Newbury, one 
Gothic and the other Classical, but not 
yet finished. He repaired and refitted four 
ancient churches, at Elham, North Cerney. 
Blisland and Mullion. As a repairer of 
old work he was in the front rank, and 
among his restorations was the Treasury 
of Canterbury Cathedral. He had a high 
reputation as a stained-glass artist. There 
is some in the cloisters at Chester Cathe- 
dral and in Manchester Cathedral, and in 
the great parish church of Wolverhampton. 
Among his appointments was that of mem- 
ber of the Committee of Honorary Con- 
sulting Architects to the Church Building 
Society. 

Percy Allen, L.R.1.B.A. (Retired). 

Mr. Percy King Allen, L.R.1.B.A., 
whose death at the age of 75 is reported 
at Tunbridge Wells, was the architect for 
a church at Goodmayes, Essex, the new 
extension to the China Inland Mission’s 
Headquarters in Newington Green, Lon- 
don, and the planning of the new vicarage 
for Holy Trinity, Tunbridge Wells. In 
1889 he won the R.I.B.A: Silver Medal for 
Measured Drawings. 
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By HAROLD GOODACRE, B.Sc., P.A.S.1. 


Tue inclusion of flats in the L.C.C. plan 
for London hag met with a good deal of 
criticism from certain quarters. It is 
hoped in this article to show by construc- 
tive criticism, and then an actual example, 
that flats can be designed to be quite the 
equal of cottages. 


The expert town planner has criticised 
the flats proposals on the grounds of the 
recommendations of the Barlow Commis- 
sion, namely, that London is too big and 
that its population should be reduced, new 

‘towns, complete communities in them- 
selves, being created to take the two or 
so millions surplus population from the 
city. Allied to this criticism and coming 
from the same source is the statement that 
flats are socially undesirable. On the other 
hand, it must be stressed that a number of 
industries cannot be moved—e.g., London 
River, with its wharfingers, lightermen, 
stevedores, etc., who must live near the 
river. There are also the distributive 
trades, for even if six million pecple 
remain, the task of getting goods to them 
is colossal, and the distributors will have 
to live near their work—in London. 
Although flats would provide housing for 
large numbers of persons on a limited site, 
they have hitherto usually proved unsuc- 
cessful, so an examination of the history of 
flats will not be out of place. 


By far the greater number of working- 
class flats were erected in the post-1918 
years, when there was, as there will be 
at the.end of this war, an acute housing 
shortage, and land values rose to a high 
level. As a result, Local Authorities and 
Housing Trusts and Associations, who 
were practically the orily bodies interested 
in providing homes for the poorer working- 
classes, were obliged to house as many 
persons as possible on a given site. The 
flat which resulted lacked many of those 
amenities which are essential for a happy 
home owing to lack of planning and 
financial backing. 


Criticism of Existing Flats and Suggested 
Proposals. 

It is, of course, true that very few flats 
provide their tenants with private gardens, 
although on the Commissioners of Crown 
Lands’ Cumberland Market Estate, for 
example, allotments have been provided 
for a number of very appreciative tenants. 
It is a fact that of a representative number 
of families approximately 75 per cent. want 
gardens, the rest being persons too old, 
disinclined, or having too many other 
attractions to desire them. It is felt, then, 
that a garden ought to be provided for all 
who want one, and it is accordingly pro- 
posed that provision be made for 75 per 
cent. of the tenants to have plots 20 ft. by 
60 ft.—which size is larger than what 1s 
found with most cottage property. ‘These 
gardens must be arranged as near the flats 
as possible or else they merely become 
allotments. 


Another criticism of flats is that they 
do not answer the requirement that the 
Englishman’s home: shall. be his ‘‘ castle.’’ 
It is difficult to see why a self-contained 
flat, with a plot of land and full recrea- 
tional and social facilities available, should 
not be as good a home as a cottage, for 
the cottage tenant would have no addi- 
tional privileges in return for his rent— 
indeed; fewer. The root of the matter is 
probably unsociability. To remedy this 
state of affairs the educational work of the 
Community Centre will be necessary. 
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‘* HOUSING-BLOCK ” HOMES 


A PROPOSAL OF EIGHT-STOREY MAISONETTES, 


The noise nuisance has often been urged 
against flats. In the past, particularly 
when the majority of working-class flats 
were built, building prices were very high 
and so expenditure had to be cut to a 
minimum, with the result that thin parti- 
tion walls provided no insulation against 
sound, Further, most flats were built 
round a small quadrangle, and wireless and 
children’s cries were echoed across that 
quadrangle, adding to internal noises. 
Noise of children playing on stairs is also 
a nuisance, but in the proposed flats there 
would have to be porters to control that, 
whilst in addition it is recommended that 
sufficient balcony-terrace space be provided 
to keep children off public ways. To over- 
come noise across quadrangles, the pro- 
posed blocks would either be so large that 
the noise from opposite sides would be no 
more than that found on the cottage 
estate, or else built so as not to form 
quadrangles. 

In the majority of flats the drying of 
clothes by exposure to air on balconies or 
in courtyards is rightly forbidden. As a 
result the tenants have to be burdened 
with wet clothes about their limited living 
accommodation—perhaps for several days 
a week during the winter. The proposed 
flats would have drying rooms where cur- 
rents of warm air would dry clothes com- 
paratively quickly. Such a facility is 
already a feature of Stockholm and some 
British working-class flats. 

A frequent cause of tenants’ dislike of 
flats are the dreary commonways and 
stairs, which are often ill-lit, cold and 
only cemented. They are frequently places 
where dirt and germs gather, and thus are 
dangerous to health. Again, where lifts 
have been installed these occasionally get 
out of order and the tenants have to use 
the stairs. There are also some tenants 
who are incapable of working them, or 
who are afraid of them. There appears to 
be one answer to the grievances concern- 
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ing commonways, and that is for them to 
be floored with one of the ¢éement-sawdust 
compositions, and to have radiators and 
ample cats and ventilation. As for the 
lifts, a fool-proof lift must be found or a 
paid attendant provided. 

When communal wash-houses, work- 
shops, etc., are provided, it has frequently 
been found that they have been a failure 
owing to the tenants quarrelling. This 
may be due in some measure to the bad 
arrangements of such places, but probably 
due to unsociability. The remedy for this 
is the community centre, which brings 
people together and enables them to under- 
stand each other. The excellent work of 
the members of the Society of Women 
Housing Managers, too, is a great help in 
this direction. 

Where flats are built on crowded sites 
with little open space in the shape of 
quadrangles, ete., it is rightly claimed 
that too little light. and air reach flats 
facing that  apestiye a This is undoubt- 
edly true of quadrangles to some five- 
storeyed flats which are 50ft. wide or 
less. It is proposed that each block shall 
be separated from any neighbouring block 
by a distance equal to at least four times 
its height. This will permit sun to enter 
all flats for the major part of its 
upping. Further, it is proposed that 
all living-rooms shall be flanking an 
outside wall. At the ground floor 
rooms would be fairly deep, the space 
between the two outside flats being occu- 
pied by premises not requiring natural 
light, e.g., drying-rooms, store-rooms, 
cycle-sheds, pram-stores, coal-stores, and 
some garages—for looking to the future, 
working-class people will have cars. 
Occasionally, shops would run _ right 
through from the front of the building 
to the flats flanking the rear: wall. 

A further criticism of flats is that dic- 
tatorial rules are imposed on tenants, 
e.g., that no nails may be knocked into 
walls; that no late parties may be held 
without consent, etc. So far as late 
parties are concerned, it is anticipated 
that with the social facilities available 
they will not be necessary so often, and 
that, when held, good neighbourliness will 
prevent disturbance being caused to 
other tenants. Surely similar restrictions 
are imposed on cottage tenants. 

A word concerning community centres 
will not be out of place here. Such 
centres are essential for educating the 
citizen in public affairs, and also to enable 
him to make known his wants and de- 
sires, thus giving him a sense of taking 
a responsible part in the shaping of his 
own life. It also helps to break down 
unsociability and leads to a fuller under- 
standing of life. 

It may now be convenient to examine 
the features of some existing flats. 
Figures quoted are based on the Building 
Centre Committee’s pre-war survey. 


Sreke-RoAD GARDENS, LIVERPOOL. 

Two- to five-storeyed Flats: 

1,046 persons approximately in 246 
dwellings, density 209 persons per acre. 

Site area, 5 acres. 

Built-on area, 1 acre. 

Roads, 1.2 acre. 

Open space (all communal), 2.8-acres. 
Storage.—Coal cupboard off kitchen. 
Refuse.—Dustbins collected once weekly. 
Laundry.—Gas washing-copper in kit- 

chen. 

Criticism.—Insufficient open space. No 
private gardens. Insufficient storage 
facilities. Inferior provision for dealing 
with refuse. 


Curna-watk, L.C.C. 

Five-storeyed Flats : 
1,109 persons in 283 dwellings, den- 

sity 206 persons per acre. 
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Site area, 5.4 acres. . 
Built-on area, 1.2 acre. 
Roads, .6 acre. 
Open space (all communal), 3.6 acres. 
Storage.—Barrow. stores and workshop 
in layout, fuel cupboard in entrance lobby. 
Refuse.—Chute serving pene 
five flats per floor. ‘ 
Laundry.—Copper in kitchen. Drying 
space in loft. Space also reserved in lay- 
out. 
Criticism.—Insufficient open. space. No 
private gardens. 


Quarry Hu, Leeps. 
Two- to eight-storeyed Flats : 
3,286. persons in 939 dwellings; also 
20 shops. Density 126 persons per acre. 
Site area, 26.1 acres. 
Built-on area, 3.6 acres. 
Roads, 7.1 acres. 
Open space (all communal), 15.4 acres. 
Storage.—Communal stores. for cycles, 
prams, etc. Fuel-store off balcony. 
Refuse.—Through chute by sink to de- 
structor on the premises. 
Laundry.—Gas-copper in kitchen. Out- 
side drying space. Linen-store with hot- 
water cylinder in kitchen. 
Tenants’ Assembly Hall and Welfare 
Centre also provided. 
Criticigsm.—Insufficient open space. No 
private gardens.. No private stores. 


HuJoRTHAGEN (STocKHOLM). 
Three- and four-storeyed Flats with 
semi-basements : 
1,878 persons in 546 dwellings, density 
133 persons per acre. 
Part site area, 14.1 acres. 
Built-on area, 2.5 acres. 
Roads, 3 acres. 
Open space (all communal), 8.6 acres. 
Storage.—One individual store for each 
dwelling, and communal storage in _base- 
ment. Two cupboards in entrance lobby. 
Refuse.—Chute with hopper on stair- 
case. 
Laundry.—Two or three central laun- 
dries in each basement. 
Criticism.—Insufficient open space. No 
private gardens. No provision for private 
laundering if desired. 


RypaRKEN (CoPENHAGEN). 

Three and a half and four and a half 
storey Flats with semi-basements : 

1,155 persons in 403 dwellings, density 

110 persons per acre. 

Site area, 10.5 acres. 
Built-on area, 1.9 acre. 
Roads, 2.6 acres 
Open space (all communal), 6 acres. 

Storage.—Each terant has one cubicle 
in attic, and one in basement. Rooms in 
basement for cycles and prams. 

Refuse.—Dustbin under sink. 

Laundry.—Washing rooms in basement. 
Drying rooms in attic. 

A large municipal sports ground is near 
the site, and there is a considerable area of 
allotments on the outskirts of the city. 

Criticism.—No private gardens. No pro- 
vision for ‘private laundering, if desired. 
Individual stores away from flats. 
Inferior provision for dealing with refuse. 


From the above examples, the outstand- 
ing feature is the lack of private gardens 
and sufficient open space. None of these 
examples is on sufficiently large a scale to 
oroile all those facilities which flats can 
offer. . For instance, the majority have 
no lifts; provision for keeping coal is inade- 
quate ; there is no space for carpet beating, 
and no place for putting the baby out in 
the air in the pram. All these amenities 
and many more—hot water, wireless 
points, refrigerators, etc., could be pro- 
vided in the well-planned flat. . This state 
of affairs must be remedied in the proposed 
flats. 
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one communal washhouse for every 60 flats 
is suggested, but there should also be a 
gas or electric copper in the kitchen. Dry- 
ing Tooms are necessary, and there must, be 
good linen cupboards in addition, with hot 
tanks or coils, for ‘each flat. “ Workshops 
fitted. with benches for the needs of, say, 
300 tenants would be provided; these 
might have to be outside the- block owi 
to the need for light Approximately, 4 
shops would be necessary, and built in the 
block to save housewives having to go out- 
doors to shop. In addition tothe com- 
munity centre, a welfare centre, créche, 
clinic, library, estate manager’s offices and 
sports clubs would be necessary. Some of 
these would constitute separate buildings. 

The layout itself should be planned to 
allow the maximum amount of sunlight to 
reach each flat—i.e., with the majority of 
the building running north to south. Good 
materials and workmanship must be used 
throughout—particularly to overcome the 
sound trouble. 

For the scheme suggested, the site allo- 
cation to provide 3,000 flats would -be as 
follows :— 


The Swedish and Danish blocks.of flats, 
in spite of high density per acre (although 
better than English densities), are  ex- 
tremely successtul, There are - severa! 
reasons for this. First, the more sociable 
spirit of the tenants; secondly, the usually 
greater number of amenities and conveni- 
ences provided; lastly, the fact that both 
Stockholm and Copenhagen are closely 
linked with the country and the sea, and 
the examples from botn cities actually lie 
on sea and lake edge. In Sweden there is 
also an organisation, the Tenants’ Savings 
Bank and Building Society, which runs 
young people’s sports clubs, camps and 
summer resorts. [hese factors all help to 
make the flat a successful home, and could 
well be introduced into this country. 


The Proposed Scheme. 

Rehousing in self-contained communities 
is being recommended on all sides, and a 
housing-block can be such a community 
much more readily than a housing estate, 
all its inhabitants. being under one roof. 
For community purposes 10,000 persons is 
considered a minimum, so that approxi- 
mately 3,000 homes must be provided. 
To do this, it is proposed to build to eight 5 acres. 
storeys entirely in maisonettes. By using Built-on area (domes- 
the maisonette, a sound-insulating floor of _ tic) ... _«.. ot 
bedrooms will separate each living-room Public buildings ... 5 
floor. It is also better to send children up- Roads wee OO 
stairs to bed. The block, approximately Private gardens 


62) _ 
45 ft. wide at vhe base, with stores, etc., Sports and. recreation |=72 per cent. 


50} of site area. 


running between the two sets of ground- ground 
floor flats as described above, would ‘be Swimming poo) Tiya | 
stepped back on one face 10. ft. every —. 
second floor. 157 
Good balcony-terrace playgrounds for Sa 4. 
the smaller children are thus formed. These Palio givers density, of 68. persons “per 


playgrounds, 2.75 acres in area, would be 
right under the mothers’ eyes—which is 
not normally the position in a block of 
flats. Two-, three-, four- and five-roomed 
flats should be provided, care: being taken 
to see that a large family flat is not above 
a small one. Lifts must be installed—say, 
one to each ten flats on a floor, and all 
stairways must be internal. Refuse should 
be taken by chute from hopper at the side 
of the sink to a destructor on the premises, 
the heat thus generated being used to heat 
laundry water. Storage shoyld be ample : 
a good communal store for prams and bi- 
cycles to be provided, supplemented by a 
house store and a coal store within each 
flat’s precincts. Gvod cupboard space ‘is 
essential within the flat. For laundering, 


If similar accommodation were to he pro- 
vided on a cottage estate, 5,000 cottages 
of approximately 1,000 ft. super each would 
be required. At 12 to the acre, these would 
require 250 acres, of which 34 acres would 
be covered with buildings and another. 60 
acres (25 per cent.) would be roads. - This 
leaves 156 acres of open space, equal: to 
62 per cent. of the site area—10 per cent. 
less than that with flats! Further, 93 acres 
(38 per cent.) is saved by ‘building flats, 
thus releasing valuable city land, yet pro- 
viding greater facilities than the cottage 
estate offers. . At £10,000. per. acre, the 
average price for these sites in London, this 
saving on land costs more than offsets the 
higher: building costs of flats, which may 
be taken pre-war as £100 per flat, but- 








owing to the extraordinary nature of the 
building will be taken as £150 per flat, 
totalling £450,000. Also the cost of sérvices. 
will have to be allowed for.. Thus, capi- 
talising an annual wages bill of £5,000,’ 
even at 25 years’ purchase, equalling: 
£125,000, the aggregate increase for flats. 
is £575,000, whereas land costs saved equal, 
approximately “£1;000,000, showing a net 
saving on housing-block policy of approxi-: 
mately £500,000 for every 10,000 persons. 
housed ! 


Why, then, is there such opposition to 
housing-blocks? Probably because of the- 
fear that the mistakes of the past will be 
repeated, or because of prejudice, due to 
the fact that a really good example has- 
not yet been built in this country. 





Lord Mayor’s Y.M.C.A. Appeal: £500 
from L.M.B.A. 


A cheque for £544 19s. 6d. is being ‘sent - 
by the London Master Builders’ -Associa- 
. tion to.the Lord Mayor in response to his 

appeal -for the funds of the Y.M:C.A. The - 
contribution ‘is the result’ of a personal 
letter to members of the Association from. 
the President:. ~ ' 


SURREY 
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“PRIME COST ’’ AND 
‘PROVISIONAL SUMS ”’ 


BY W. T. CRESWELL, K.C., HON. 

A.R.1.B.A., ETC., AND NORMAN P, 

GREIG, B.A., > lamellae 
. uA 


Pornts of some interest have recently 
been raised in the columns of 7'he Builder 
in regard to what was described by the 
originator of the correspondence, ‘‘Llama,”’ 
as a “‘ very old argument regarding the 
true distinction between ‘Prime Cost 
Sum’ and ‘ Provisional -Sum.’’’ The 
same contributor further made the sug- 
gestion that it is desirable that these two 
terms should be defined once and for all 
in order to avoid confusion in bills of 
quantities for building and civil] engineer- 
ing contracts generally. 

[hat some confusion does exist in re- 
gard to this matter, and the fact that the 
R.L.B.A. standard form of building con- 
tract is not guiltless of substantial dif- 
ferences in the definitions given in it of 
these terms, cannot be denied. Whether 
a case has been made out for a revision 
of their meaning is a matter requiring 
civeful consideration. If it could be 
shown conclusively that as a result of this 
confusion serious consequences were in 
fact following, that would be a good and 
sufficient reason for some definite action 
to be taken. 

There is, of course, no legal definition of 
the particular terms under review. They 
have, as the result of ‘‘ custom,’’ attained 
meanings which we feel sure are fairly 
well understood and agreed by the build- 
ing and civil engineering industries in 
general, so to that extent has ‘‘ custom ”’ 
given them the force of legality. 

As to those meanings, ‘‘ Llama’’ has 
referred to Creswell’s Law of Building and 
Engineering Contracts (pp. 18, 19, 76-79), 
in which the terms have been defined, and 
the case law on the subject-matter of this 
article appears. The meanings there given 
are those which are customary, well known 
and understood. In a- word, ‘ Prime 
Cost,’ ‘ P.C.,”? and ‘* Prime Cost Sum ”’ 
refer to certain small sums intended to be 
supplied by the contractor himself, and 
paid by him. On the other hand, the 
term “‘ Provisional Sum ”’ applies to much 
larger sums, included in the contract. They 
contemplate works which it is intended 
should be carried out by someone other 
than the main contractor himself (e.g., a 
nominated sub-contractor), and which may 
become the subject of a sub-contract be- 
tween the main contractor under the con- 
tract, and +he sub-contractor nominated 
under the main contract. A form of sub- 
contract was in 1936 made applicable to 
such a case, a form which might well be 
used in every case where the main con- 
tract is the RIBA. Form. These larger 
sums cover such matters as electrical in- 
stallations, heating, ventilation, and the 
like, in which the materials and labour 
are to be supplied by specialists, actually 
on the contract works. 


’ 


One of the arguments put forward by 
your correspondents is that, because the 
terms ‘‘ Prime Cost Items’ and “ Provi- 
sional Sums’’ are practically  inter- 
changeable, it does ‘‘ not argue well for 
the precision of those preparing contract 
documents,”’ There is definitely an argu- 
ment here, but not, however, for any 
change in the customary definition of their 
application, but rather for a more general 
appreciation of those definitions. Any 
attempt to interfere with the customary 
meanings would probably result in more 
confusion than exists at the moment (and 
which is not a serious matter). Further- 
more, what body alone has the right to 
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give new definitions, and in what way 
could the meanings arrived at receive a 
general sanction? It is a matter for 
agreement in the industries concerned. 

Mr. Rex Porter, F.S.I., in his contribu- 
tion to the correspondence, went to much 
length and ingenuity in attempting to ex- 
plain the customary use of all these terms, 
and his own particular interpretation of 
them. Excellent though his suggestions 
are in the main, we are not able to agree 
entirely with him, and, indeed, take par- 
ticular exception to his statement that 
‘in practice, all quantities are open to 
remeasurement (unless specifically ex- 
cluded).’”? When quantities form part of 
the contract only variations can be 
measured. 

We agree it is wise to avoid these par- 
ticular terms in a building or civil engi- 
neering contract, and that they should be 
dealt with entirely by themselves in for- 
mally adjusting the amount due to the 
contractor when the final certificate is 
given. 

On the whole, and in the absence of any 
definite ruling, we think nothing can be 
added to the customary meanings which 
the book referred to herein gives. All 
the known legal cases are to be found in 
the book in support of these meanings. It 
is, of{ course, open to all those entering 
into building or civil engineering con- 
tracts to determine the meanings of all 
the terms of the contract beforehand. 
Those terms will be binding upon the par- 
ties to the contract. 

It may be that if a new standard form 
is contemplated regard might be had to 
the meanings to be applied not only to 
the terms “‘ Prime Cost’? and ‘‘ Provi- 
sional Sums,’’ but to others which have 
arisen as and by way of. ‘‘ Custom ’”’ in 
the industries concerned. 


An Insurance Dividend. 


The Directors of the Federated Em- 
ployers’ Insurance Association, Ltd., 
have declared an interim dividend of Is. 
per share, less income tax. Dividend 
warrants were posted on August 8. The 
interim dividend for last year was the 
same. 











Having Secured 
the Contract— 
what about the 


Steel Scaffolding ? 
TUBULAR 


SCAFFOLDING 





For the lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 
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A THAMES BARRAGE 


IMPROVING THE RIVER AS A 
HIGHWAY. 


A MEETING of the MARS group, held at 
13, Suffolk-street, S.W.1, recently, was 
addressed by Mr. J. H. O. Bunge, 
M.I.Mech.E., on a proposition to make a 
barrage of the Thames at Woolwich, thus 
converting the river as it flows through 
London into a placid lake always at the 
level of the present high tide. Mr. Hart- 
Iand Thomas Thomas, F.R.I.B.A., pre- 
sided. 

Mr. Bunce said that no London plan 
could be complete unless it included the 
river, but neither the Academy, the 
R.1.B.A., nor the L.C.C. included in their 
plans a project for damming the Thames. 
If this were done the river might become 
a main avenue for the transport of goods, 
and a tremendous means of taking people 
to and from their work. Why have the 
barrage at Woolwich rather than at some 
other point? A little below Woolwich the 
river was polluted daily by 220,000,000 
gallons of treated or untreated sewage, 
and the tides brovght some of this up as 
far as Kew. With the ebb tide some was 
deposited, adding to the mud-banks along- 
side the river. Another reason for having 
the dam at Woolwich was that at Wool- 
wich was a natural point of connection be- 
tween north and south. At present there 
was a ferry, but if a barrage was built the 
foundations could be used for supporting a 
viaduct. Alternatively, turbines to develop 
electricity could be housed in the viaduct, 
and this work might be one construction 
with a tunnel under the river. <A barrage 
at Woolwich would not interfere with the 
shipping using the Royal Docks, and these, 
with Tilbury, handled more than half the 
tonnage of the Port of London. A barrage 
would be a safeguard against flooding. A 
barrage at Gravesend had been proposed 
in 1906. He had given reasons why Wool- 
wich should be preferred, but there was 
also the fact that at Woolwich the river 
was only 1,500 feet wide and 21 feet deep, 
as compared with 2,400 feet wide and 
32 feet deep at Gravesend. A permanently 
full river would provide much better pro 
tection from fire than was now given, be- 
cause at low tide the fire floats could not 
now get near the fire without pumping 
mud. 

A discussion followed. Among other 
points brought out, the lecturer stated 
that if the tide was done away with, the 
silting of the river bed due to matter 
brought down by the stream: would be at 
the rate of only one-tenth of an inch per 
annum. He had first had his attention 
drawn to the subject of a Thames barrage 
when ~ occupying offices in Watergate 
House. Day by day he had noticed during 
what long periods the river remained 
empty, and afterwards had gone home by 
crowded train or bus. This had led him 
to reflect on the possibilities of a ‘“‘ water 
*bus,”’ and he had found-that before there 
could be a service of boats keeping to a 
regular time-table the tide must be 
eliminated. 


London Builders’ Foremen and Pensions. 

In this its jubilee year, the London 
Association of Builders’ Foremen and 
Clerks of Works is appealing for assist- 
ance to achieve a record contribution to 
the Pension Fund. No constructor is 
unaware of the fact that builders’ fore- 
men and clerks of works are key men 
within the building industry, and that 
employers, sub-contractors, manufac- 
turers and architects rely very much 
upon their loyalty. New calls are being 
made on an already overtaxed fund, and 
subscriptions or donations will gratefully 
be received by the President, Mr. C. E. 
Bull, at 36, Epirus-road, Fulham, 8.W.6. 








IN PARLIAMENT 


The M.O.W. Steel House. 

Mr. Ness Epwarps asked the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Works if he would state the quantity of 
steel required in the Portal house; the 
price of that quantity of fashioned steel 
in 1939, and the present or proposed price 
of this steel; and similar information re- 
garding other material required for the 
Portal house. 

Mr. Hicks said the quantity of steel 
required, including the shed, was 53 tons. 
The 1939 price of the sheet steel was 
€8 2s. 6d. per ton, the controlled price 
is now £24 15s. The prices of staat for 
the emergency house would be specially 
negotiated. The present price of im- 
ported timber was £45 per standard, 
which was about 150 above the 1939 price. 

Str IRVING ALBER¥ asked the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Works, what was the smallest type of 
temporary housing -contemplated for 
post-war use over a short period. 

Mr. Hicks: The emergency factory- 
made house, of which prototypes have 
been on exhibition, has a total internal 
area of 655 sq. ft., including the shed. 
No smaller house than this is at pre- 
sent in contemplation. 

Sirk IRVING ALbery asked the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Works how many types of temporary 
housing were at present being considered; 
and whether industrial firms had been 
invited to plan and submit designs in 
various materials for this purpose. 

Mr. Hicks: A very large number of 
suggestions and ideas in regard to semi- 
permanent houses have been put forward 
and are being worked on by different 
interests, most of them still, however, 
being in a preliminary stage. Three 
definite proposals for an alternative type 
of emergency house, making use of other 
materials, are now being examined in 
detail by my Ministry. Others will be 
considered as they are developed by 
their sponsors. : 

[A report of the debate on the Housing 
(Temporary. Accommodation) Bill is on 
page 113.] 


Subsidies. 

REAR-ADMIRAL BEAMISH asked the Minis- 
ter of Health if he-would state the total 
amount of housing subsidies payable in 
the last year for which the figures were 
available both by the Government and 
by local authorities under the various 
Housring Acts. 

MR. WILLINK said that the amounts of 
the Government subsidies under the 
various Housing Acts paid in the year 
1943-44 were as follows :— ‘ 


£& 
1919 Act—4,947,169 
1923 Act—2.439,273 
1924 Act—4,422,182 


1926 Act— 77,990 
1936 Act—2,865,014 
1938 Act— 645,974 


Total £15,397,602. 

The amounts paid in any year repre- 
sented advances for the year and balances 
in respect of previous years. Precise 
figures of amounts payable in respect of 
the year were not available. Particulars 
of amounts paid or payable by local 
authorities were not available. — 


Rebuilding the City of London. 

Mr. H. Lawson asked the Minister of 
Town and Fr ge Planning if he was 
aware that the plans prepared by the 
Court of Common Council for the rebuild- 
ing of the City of London would per- 
petuate much of the present bad layout; 
and what steps he proposed to take to 
see that the City was redeveloped in ac- 
cordance with the best town-planning 
practice. 

Mr. H. Strauss, the Parliamentary Sec- 
retary, said that the plan had been pre- 
pared by the Improvements and Town 
eg ~ 3 Committee of the City Corpora- 
tion. The proposals were tentative, and 
he understood that the Committee would 
receive and consider comments and 


THE BUILDER 





“THE BUILDER ” 
PRICES AND WAGES. 


Until further notice and in order to 
devote more space to news, The Builder 
copyright ‘* Prices Current of Materials’’ 
and Rates of Wages will be given in the 
first issue of the month only. Any 
current alterations that may be made 
will be given weekly as they take force. 
Registered readers who wish for page 
proofs of ‘‘ Prices Current’’ or Rates 
of Wages should send a stamped and 
addressed foolscap envelope to the 
Publisher, The Builder, 4, Catherine- 
street, London, W.C.2. 











criticisms before reporting again to the 
City Corporation. The~Minister was now 
studying the proposals; and would, in 
due course, let the Corperation have his 
comments and suggestions. 

Mr. ManpverR asked the Minister of 
Town and Country Planning: if he would 
state the present position with regard to 
the views of the Royal Fine Art Com- 
mission concerning the new plan for the 
City of London put forward by the Cor- 
poration; and whether he would give an 
assurance that approval would not be 
given to this until the Report of the 
Commission was received. 

Mr. Strauss said he understood that 
the tentative plan recently published was 
being considered by the Royal Fine Art 
Commission, and that the City Corpora- 
tion hoped to have the benefit of their 
advice in due course. The Minister 


would also consult the Commission in 
the course of his examination of the 
plan. 


Historic Relics. 

Miss Warp asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works if, in 
view of the need for protecting relics of 
historic interest, he would give an assur- 
ance that instructions would be issued to 
contractors’ foremen to cease work and 


report immediately when any sign of 
Roman or medizval London was dis- 
covered. 


Mr. Hicks said that this “matter was 
under consideration, and it was hoped 
that with the co-operation of the civic 
authorities and before rebuilding opera- 
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Actual manufacturers 
of patent glazing. 
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Metal Window Manufacturers, 
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tions actually commenced, arrangements 
would be made to enable excavations 
to take place under adequate archexo- 
logical supervision. 


Evidence of Enemy Action. 

Sirk Leonarp Lyte asked the Minister 
of Town and Country Planning whether 
he would retain after the war, at State ex- 
pense, selected evidence of enemy action 
which would afford foreign visitors an 


idea of the national experiences of 
1939-44. 
Mr, W. S. Morrison; No, sir. 


WAR DAMAGE 
COMPENSATION 
BUSINESS PREMISES. 

On August 1 the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer received a deputation represent 
ing a number of bombed towns, on the 
basis of War Damage Compensation 
Reports of this meeting which have 
appeared in the Press have given rise to 
certain misunderstandings. Sir John 
Anderson has therefore authorised the 
following statement :— 

“The deputation suggested that 
damaged business premises did not unde: 
present arrangements receive the sam: 
treatment as damaged houses since houses 
were treated under a Treasury direction 
which enabled a cost-of-works payment to 
be made for all houses built after 1914. 
and for any house built before then 
which at the time of damage were struc 
turally as good as new and were reason 
ably equal in design, layout and ameni 
ties to similar houses built after 1914. 
They asked for a similar direction fo: 
business premises. 

‘* Sir John Anderson explained that the 
Treasury direction relating to houses was 
issued mainly for administrative reasons 
because of the very large number of such 
properties, and also because of the strong 
presumption that the very great majority 
of those erected in recent times were good 
buildings. Business premises which were 
good buildings, t.e., which were structur- 
ally sound and adequately equipped by 
modern standards for their purpose and 
did not represent a wasteful use of the 
site, should qualify for cost-of-works pay- 
ments under the test prescribed in Sec- 
tion 7 of the War Damage Act, 1943, and 
the War Damage Commission were satis- 
fied. on present evidence, that the test 
was producing the intended result. The 
War Damage Commission were quite 
ready to consider any individual case pro- 
visionally classified by them as qualifying 
for a value payment where the owner had 
good reason to think such classification 
wrong. 

‘The Chancellor therefore was satis- 
fied that there was equal treatment, and 
no need for any Treasury direction for 
business premises.”’ 


_Canadian Timber Supplies. 


Ministry of Supply officials, including 
members of the Timber Control, have re- 
to discuss with 


purehases of timber for delivery during 
the two years following the cessation of 
hostilities in Europe. Meetings were held 
in Vancouver and Montreal between the 
British delegation and _ representative 
shippers,-and terms of purchase were 
agreed.covering the sale of British Colum- 
bian softwoods, Eastern Canadian spruce, 
and Canadian hardwoods. A _ similar 
agreement is under negotiation for con- 
structional plywood. The terms and con- 
ditions having commended themselves 
to the representative shippers taking part 
in the negotiations, it may be assumed 
that they will be eftdorsed by their fellow 


traders in the various sections of the 
industry. Formal.scontracts with indi- 
vidual shippers are about to be 
negotiated. 
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LAW REPORTS 


CLAIM FOR CONTRIBUTION TO RENT 
OF PREMISES HELD UNDER LEASE 
CREATING A JOINT TENANCY. 

Court OF APPEAL. 


Before the Master or THE Rotts and 


Lorps Justices Mackinnon’ and 
LuxMOORE. 
Cunningham-Reid v. Public Trustee and 


A. L. Underwood. 

In this case the plaintiff, Captain A, S. 
Cunningham-Reid, M.P., appealed from a 
judgment of Judge Lilley at Bloomsbury 
County Court dismissing the action which 
he brought against the defendants, the 
Public Trustee and Mr. Arthur Leonard 
Underwood, as the executors of the late 
Sir Ernest Sanger, to recover £57 10s. 
by way of contribution to the rent of pre- 
mises being part of No. 52, Baker-street, 
Marylebone, London, W., and which were 
used and occupied as the offices of the St. 
Marylebone Consarvative and Conptitu- 
tional Union, of which Sir Ernest Sanger 
was the chairman, and the present 
appellant the Member of Parliament for 
the ‘Division. 

The premises were let to the appellant 
and Sir E. Sanger for the purposes of the 
Union under a lease dated September 29, 
1936, for a term of seven years at an 
annual rent of £230, payable. quarterly, 
the lease containing a joint and several 
covenant by the appellant and Sir E. 
Sanger for the payment of the rent due 
under the lease. The rent was paid 
equally by the lessees until the death of 
Sir E. Sanger on December 26, 1939, and 
thereafter the latter’s contributions were 
paid by his executors until December 25, 
1942, from which date they declined to 
pay any more, with the result that the 
appellant had had to pay the whole of the 
March and June quarters, 1943, amount- 
ing to £115, half of which he now claimed 
to recover from the executors. 

The Court dismissed the appeal. 

In the course of delivering the first 
judgment, Lord Justice Luxmoore said it 
was plain that a legal joint tenancy of the 
premises was by the terms of the lease 
created, and that the provisions of the 
Law of Property Act, 1925, only operated 
where there was a tenancy in common. 
There was no evidence of any arrangement 
or bargain between the lessees as to the 
liability for the payment of rent in the 
event of the death of one of them. That 
being so, the equitable and beneficial 
interest in the premises were vested in the 
appellant, and in those circumstances his 
claim to recover half the rent from the 
executors. failed. 

The other members of the Court agreed, 
and the appeal was accordingly dismissed 
with costs. 

Mr. S. Cairns appeared for the appellant ; 
and Mr. A. Safford for the respondent 
executors. 


LODGING HOUSE WITHIN THE 
PURVIEW OF jee. RESTRICTION 


Court oF APPEAL. : 
Before the Master or THE Rotts and 
Lorps Justices MacKinnon and 
LUxXMOORE. 
Vickery v Martin. 

This case, which raised the question 
whether an ordinary dwelling-house in 
which a few lodgers were received came 
within the operation of the Rent Restric- 
tion Acts, came before the Court on the 
appeal of the plaintiff from a decision of 
Judge Archer, K.C., at Haywards Heath 
County Court. The material facts were 
these :— 

In 1919 the premises were let to a tenant 
at a rental of £35 a year, but later they 
were occupied by a person who owned the 
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premises, and this state of things continued 
until May, 1940, when the premises were 
let to a tenant for a term of three years at 
a rent of £80°a year and subsequently the 
interest which such tenant had in the 
tenancy agreement was assigned to the 
plaintiff, Mrs. Vickery, who used a portion 
of the premises as a guest house for the 
accommodation of three lodgers and retain- 
ing the rest of the premises for her own 
accommodation. Mrs. Vickery afterwards 
came to the conclusion that the standard 
rent of the premises was the £35 a year 
paid by the tenant in 1919 and she accord- 
ingly brought the present action to recover 
£90, being the excess which she had paid 
for rent during two years. 

The defence of the landlord was that as 
the premises were taken for the purpose 
of the taking in of lodgers that was the 
carrying on of a ‘‘ trade or business,’ and 
in such circumstances the Rent Restriction 
Acts did not apply. 

The County Court Judge upheld the 
contention of the landlord, holding that 
the premises, being used substantially as 
a lodging house and therefore for the pur- 
poses of a ‘‘ trade or business,’’ they were 
excluded from the operation of the Rent 
Restriction Acts. e a gave 
judgment for the defendant, the landlord, 
and the plaintiff now appealed. 

The Court allowed the appeal. 

The Master of the Rolls, in giving judg- 
ment, said he thought it was clear that 
the premises were let as a dwelling-house 
and that the plaintiff had lived there and 
that in these circumstances there was 
nothing to exclude the premises from the 
operation of the Rent Acts. 

The Lords Justices agreed and the appeal 
was accordingly allowed with costs. 

Mr. G. R. Mitchison appeared for the 
plaintiff, and Mr. W. A. L. Raeburn for 
the landlord, the defendant. 


DRAINAGE WORKS NOT IN ACCORD- 
ANCE WITH BYE-LAWS; TEST CASE. 


Norra Lonpon Portce Court. 
Before Mr. W. Brake Opeers, K.C. 


Islington Borough Council v. A. W. Bolton. 

A test case of interest to builders and 
sanitary engineers and_ to , owners of 
property was heard by Mr. W. Blake 
Odgers, K.C., at the North London Police 
Court on July 7. 

Mr. A. W. Bolton, builder, of 1, 
Wilman-grove, Dalston, was summoned 
by the Islington Borough Council for 
having within six months prior ‘to the 
date of being .summoned effected an 
alteration in the drainage works at 
22, Pooles Park, Islington, which was not 
in accordance with the drainage bye-laws 
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made by the London County Council in 
that he provided a ventilating pipe which 
was not carried up vertically to such a 
height and position as to prevent any 
nuisance arising from the emission of 
foul air from such pipe contrary to Bye- 
law 5(7) (a) (iii) of the said Drainage Bye- 
laws. 

Giving evidence, Alfred Bolton said he 
had been a builder for 15 years and 
during that time had built the fresh air 
inlet of the drainage ventilation system 
in the manner objected to by the Isling- 
ton Borough Council. He had always 
put it two or three feet above the 
surface, and had built ventilation pipes 
of this kind in many houses in Dalston. 
He had never had any complaints of 
smells from tenants in these houses. It 
was impossible for a smell to come out of 
the fresh air inlet because of the mica 
trap. It could only come out if the trap 
was broken, and to protect the trap a 
concrete or brick and concrete cover was 
built over it. 

It was pointed out by Mr. G. T. Lloyd 
(for the prosecution) that Bolton had put 
in the fresh air inlet under instructions 
from the surveyors, but under the bye- 
laws it was the builder who was 
summoned and not the owner. 

Victor Cecil Donaldson, partner in the 
firm of Donaldson and Sons, chartered 
surveyors, Dalston, said that they had 
carried on a lengthy correspondence with 
the Islington Borough Council over the 
bye-law. They had finally written to the 
London County Council and asked if they 
would give a ruling on their own bye-law, 
but they would not give them a ruling on 
this. They considered that the bye-law 
gave people redraining their premises a 
certain amount of latitude, so that they 
could use their discretion as to what type 
of fresh air inlet they used. The usual 
type was two or three feet high. Of the 
28 Metropolitan boroughs, he knew of 
only three which interpreted the bye- 
law as did the Islington Council. The 
job was completed before last Christmas. 
There had been no complaints from the: 
three tenants in the house, and there had 
been no notice from the public health 
department. 

Im answer to a _ question by the 
Magistrate, Mr. Donaldson said that to 
carry the inlet pipe higher upset the 
ventilation system. 

-Mr. Lloyd: The bye-law does not say 
anything about inlet or outlet pipes or 
about fresh air, but lays down that the 
ventilation pipes should be carried to 
the necessary height. 

Mr. Donaldson: But if both are at the 
same height it is not a ventilation system. 
It is just stagnation. 

The Magistrate: This is in the nature 
of a test case. 

Mr. Lloyd: The council accepts it as a 
test case. 

Summing up, Mr. Blake Odgers said 
that the anly thing he had to decide was 
whether the work that Mr. Bolton had 
done at 22, Pooles Park was, in fact, a 
breach of the bye-laws. It was said, in 
effect, that it must be a breach because 
the inlet pipe was on ground: level’ and 
the bye-laws, in their contention, really 
contemplated that both inlet and outlet 
should be carried to such a height that 
they were clear of windows, etc. 

The answer of the defence to that was 
that the inlet pipe had a carefully 
arranged mica flap to prevent the outlet 
of air from the pipe and that it had 
worked for six months and there had 
been no complaint whatsoever of any foul 
air being emitted. 

The evidence of the people in the house 
was much more valuable than expert 
opinion on whether this or that system 
was best. It was a case of the proof of 
the pudding being in the eating. Mr. 
kolton had not committed a breach of the 
bye-law by putting the inlet pipe to the 
Grainage system of this house on ground 
level. It might be that something in the 
construction of this house affected it, but 
he did not know as he was only’a layman. 

The sumimons against Bolton was dis- 
—" and he was awarded ten guineas 
costs. 
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BOOK’ REVIEWS 


Reinforced Concrete Water Towers, 
Bunkers, Silos, and Gantries. By W. S. 
Gray, 8.A., AL, M.Inst.C.E.1. 
Second (revised) Edition, 226 pp. 183 
illustrations. (London: Concrete Pub- 
lications, Ltd.) Price 10s.; by post 
10s. 7d. 

Post-war schemes for a more general 
supply of water, particularly in rural 
districts, will call for many more water- 
towers of varying heights and capacities. 
New developments in power stations, 
gasworks, collieries, and the heav indus- 
tries will result in the erection of bunkers, 
silos, and other storage structures, to- 
gether with suitable handling plant. 


To engineers called upon to design these 
structures, this convenient book will be 
of considerable use. The first part deals 
with elevated tanks of various shapes— 
circular, rectangular, conical, and the less 
common (in this country) Intze- tank. 
Methods of calculation of sections and 
reinforcement are given, with examples 
taken from actnal practice. The storage 
of hot liquids gives rise to many prob- 
lems for the designer, and the treatment 
of. this subject should be of assistance. 

The second part deals with bunkers and 
some of the ground bins and pits met 
with in schemes for the storage and hand- 
ling’ of various industrial materials, from 
the heaviest ores to the lightest coke, The 
author’s treatment is practical rather than 
theoretical, and is illustrated by many 
actual examples. : 

‘After dealing with the calculations (and 
giving new tables) for the design of silos 
by Janssen’s and Airy’s formule and the 
wind stresses in the legs of towers with 
and without braces, the author includes 
a section on the actual construction of the 
types of structure dealt with earlier in 
the book. This contains many practical 
hints which the young engineer should lay 
to heart. 2 j 

The last section, on gantries, deals with 
a type of structure which is coming into 
more frequent use. 

ial Publicity. By C. K. Smaw. 
noe C. ail J. Temple, Ltd.) 
rice, £5 5s. 4 

Many employers spend readily on im- 
proved anaiaaey, transport or organisa- 
tion; few, before the war, were ready to 
invest money and effort in a scientific plan 
for the best usage of labour. It will be 
many years before firms or industries can 
afford to be as thriftless of labour as they 
were then. The employer who can get 
good timekeeping, enthusiasm and steady 
work out of each employee will, other 
things being equal, beat his competitors 
in business. ; 

‘Industrial Publicity’ describes, with 
lavish illustrations of examples, important 
new developments and ideas in labour 
usage. he Government - sponsored 
“Works Relations’? schemes have 
joneered a valuable field for industry to 
arvest. They show that the public will 
respond, as wage-earners, to well-presented 
information just as they do, as wage- 

apenders, to informative publicity. : 
For builders particularly it will be im- 
portant, post-war, to get the last ounce 
of output from available labour for the 
high wages likely to rule. Industrial 
ublicity could be of great assistance. 
he tecksibnane would have to be different ; 
with peace-time psychology as a back- 
piiomel. 9 f ’ 
with labour constantly moving from job to 
job, a special approach would have to be 
developed, Proba ly it should be a national 
effort rather than le 
would like#to see the N.F.B.T.E, set up an 
organisation for the purpose. 


with an industry of smaller units, 


ft to each firm; one — 
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“ DIRTY MONEY ” 


PAYMENT IN FIRST-AID REPAIR 
WORK IN LONDON. 


Tue following statement has just been 
issued by the Chairman and Joint Secre- 
taries of the National Joint Council for 
the Building Industry :— 

During the past week reports have 
been published in the Press that the 
London Regional Joint Committee has 
allocated to first-stage first-aid repairs the 
extra payment due under the National 
Working Rules for exceptionally dirty 
conditions. 

In regard to this National Workin 
Rule the powers of the London Regiona 
Joint Committee to make decisions are 
limited by the Rule itself and by the 
interpretations and principles laid down 
by the National Joint Council for the 
Building Industry. 

The National Joint Council for the 
Building Industry, which is responsible 
for interpreting the National Joint Agree- 
ment, points out that the extra payment 
is payable only while men are ‘‘ working 
in conditions involving their close con- 
tact with dirt or filth of an extent and 
degree substantially greater than is 
inherent or usual in the building trade 
occupation concerned.’’ Some, but not 
all, of the first-stage first-aid repairs will 
clearly fall within this definition. The 
principles for administering the Rule 
have been laid down as follows :— 

1. Circumstances that clearly qualif 
men for the extra payment prescribed, 
because the work is by common con- 
sent exceptionally dirty, do not require 
special investigation by a Joint Com- 
mittee or Panel under the National 
Joint Council. 

2. Where, however, a difference of 
opinion emerges in any particular case 
as to whether the degree of dirtiness 
is exceptional for the building occupa- 
tion concerned, the questions of fact 
should be referred at once to the appro- 
priate local or regional joint conciliation 
machinery which has the duty of resolv- 
ing such questions, 

. Any assumption that all work of 
a parecer category, ¢.g., work on 
‘blitzed ’’ property, is exceptionally 
dirty, cannot be conceded. Each case 











ATED 
s" 





The Leading Office for 


Contract 
Guarantee Bonds 


ALSO 
FIRE 


WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION 
PURLIC LIABILITY 








MOTOR 
Etc. Ere. 
Head Office: 
8 KING STREET, MANCHESTER, 2 
London Office: 


23, Lawrence Lane, Cheapside, London, E.C.2 





August 11 1944 


must be considered on its merits within 

the meaning of the Rule. 

In these circumstances it is necessary 
that all concerned shall understand that 
men- not working in exceptionally dirty 
conditions do not qualify under the Rule, 
and that payments by way of dirty money 
should be claimed and made only in accor- 
dance with the principles laid down by 
the National Joint Council. , 
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NEW BUILDINGS 


AIRDRIE.—Plans in hand for domestic 
buildings, for which the architect is William 
Watt, Albert-st., Motherwell. 

BISHOPBRIGGS.—New buildings to be 
erected, for which the architect is G. B. 
Kennedy, 1, Huntershill-rd., Bishopbriggs. 

CAMPBELTOWN.—78 temporary houses to be 
erected for T.C, 

GLASGOW.—Plans prepared for alterations 
and additions for George Johnstone & Son, for 
which the architects are Thomas D. Smellie, 
Fraser, & Nair, 209, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. 

RENFREWSHIRE.—Plans in hand for ex- 
tensions at Cardonald school, for which the 
architect is John MacNab, 129, Bath-st., Glas- 


gow. 
, SALSBURGH.—Plans in hand for reconstruc. 
tion of the buildings at Deershill colliery; for 
which the architects are D. Selby Briggs & Co., 
48, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


AUGUST 15. 
_ tNotts ©.C.—Reconditioning male house 
inmates’ ablution room at Southwell County 
Institution, County Architect, Shire Hall, 
Nottingham. Dep. £1 ls. - 
tNotts C.C.—Erection of maternity unit at 
Basford County Institution. County Architect, 
Shire Hall, Nottingham. Dep. £1 1s. 
tNotts C.C.—Additions to*maternity wing at 
County General Hospital, Worksop. County 
Architect, Shire Hall, Nottingham. Dep. £1 1s. 


_ AUGUST 18. 
Purley.—Erection of pair of cottages. R. 
Austin and Wyatt, 79, High-st., Fareham. 
Dep. £2 2s, 
AUGUST 19. 


Swadlincote U.D.C.—Completion of 12 houses 
at Newhall. G,S. Baker, E. and 8, Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 23. 
Tylorstown.—Erection of sleeper ‘walls in 
basement floors and other repairs at Queen’s- 
sq. Branch Manager, Mid-Rhondda Co-opera- 
eae Ltd., Queen’s-sq., Tylorstown. Dep. 

8, 


Barnsley T.0.—Altering aint adapti 
Ve. Trin a 4 
at Sheffield-rd. into houses, BE + SHOPS 
PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, ETC. 


AUGUST 17. 

Southport C.B.—(1) Decorating interior, and 
(2) psioting exterior of Cambridge Hall, Lord- 
st. B.E. ep. £1 ls. 

AUGUST 13. 

Bridlington T.C.—Painting work at Borough 
Infectious Diseases onpite: B.E. and §. 

Cai R.D.C.—Painting 30 houses. 
G. G. Thomas, S., Council Offices, Spilman-st., 
Carmarthen. 

AUGUST 19, 


Lewes B.C.—External painting of the Town 
Hall, Corn Exchange, Municipal Offices and 
appurtenant buildings. B.S., Town Hall, Lewes. 

AUGUST 21. 

Southport C.B.—Painting and decorating at 
Yi baths and other premises. B.E. Dep. 
8 


Stretford T.C.—Exterior paintin f schools. 
S. Dep. £2 2s. ig Bes - 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
AUGUST 18. 

Wisbech T.C.—214 yds. of 24-in. cast-iron pipe 
sewer. Wilcox, Raikes & Marshall, 33, Great 
Charles-st., Birmingham. Dep. £5 5s. 

AUGUST 19. 

Cambridge T.C.—Construction of roads and 

sewers. B.E. and S. Dep. £2 2s. 
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AUGUST 23, 
Hereford T.C.—Construction of roads and 
sewers, City E. Dep, £2 2s. 
AUGUST 26. 
Eccles T.C.—Construction of roads and sewers. 
B.E. and §. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne F/O penetration and 
maintenance of sewers. E. 
AUGUST 29. 
Kirkcaldy 7T.C.—Construction of concrete 


oads, sewers, etc. 


jast Fergus-pl. 
AUGUST 31. 
Chesterfield Group.—Construction of roads 
and sewers. B.E. and §., Town Hall, Chester- 
field. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 9. 

Caine and Chippenham R.D.C.—Providing 
and Jaying approx. 2,750 yds. 3 in. dia. cast- 
iron pipes, etc. Ross Hooper and Harvey, 
Dallas- chbrs., Chippenham. Dep. £1. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Burgh E., Osborne House, 


AUGUST 19. 

Bebington T.C.—Town Pianning Assistant. 
£420-£20-£460, ‘plus £49 8s. bonus. J. Wilson, 
T.C., Council Offices. 

AUGUST 22. 

Upton-on-Severn R.D.C.—Architect to pre- 

are and carry through post-war Hoasieg 


scheme; must be Associate Member of R.1.B.A. 
or equivalent qualification. H. . Foster, 
Clerk of the Council, Upton-on-Severn. 


AUGUST 23. 

*Doncaster E.C.—Assistant Master to Teach 
Woodwork and Related Handicrafts. Applica- 
tion forms (stamped and addressed envelope 
required) from N. Clark, Chief om Officer, Ed. 
Offices, Doncaster. 


AUGUST 24. 

Brighton Technical College. — Full-time 
Teacher for Plumbing Trade Classes _and_ assist 
in the General Building Courses. F. Herbert 
Toyne, Edn. Officer, 54, Old Steine, Brighton, 1. 


AUGUST 26. 

“North-West Surrey Joint Planning Com- 
mittee——Town Planning Assistant. £500 p.a. 
F. H. Smith, Clerk to Committee, Council 
Offices, Woking. 

AUGUST 31. 


South Devon Regional Planning Committee.— 
Planning Officer. £600 p.a., plus £49 8s. bonus. 
Forms of application and conditions from H. A. 
Hield, Secretary, Town Hall, Torquay (stamped 
and ‘addressed foolscap envelope required). 


SEPTEMBER 11. 
*Huddersfield C.B.—Boro’ Architect. . £1,000- 
£50-£1,250 p.a., plus war bonus. Age limit 50. 
Applications to 8. Procter, T.C., Town Hall. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Bakewell.—District Youth Committee propose 
erection of hall, gymnasium, canteen, etc., at 
£11,000. 

Barnard Castle—R.D.C. to build 15. 
shelters. 

Bury.—Y¥Youth Fomenities propose youth centre 
and café at “ Olde Grey Mare.” T.C. approved 
extensions for Horridge & Cornall, Ltd. 

Chesterfield.— Derbyshire C.C. approved struc- 
tura] alterations at Walton sanatorium at £1,650, 

Clay CGross.—Kennings, Ltd., propose work- 
a garages, showrooms, etc,, at £250,000 

Coventry.—T.C. propose alterations and addi- 
* Millcrest,’” Radford-rd., for addi- 
tinal ae accommodation for Art School, for E.C., 
a 

Derbyshire. —C.C, and Derby Corporation pro- 
pose joint scheme for conversion of existing 
premises into remand’ home for girls. 

Heywood.—T.C. approved structural altera- 
tions at ‘ Britannia” inn, for Cornbrook 
Brewery Co., Ltd., Ellesmere-st., Chester- rd., 
Hulme, Manchester. 

Horsforth.—Leeds Diocesan Rescue and Pro- 
tection Society propose conversion of “ Hill- 
side,”’ Scotland-rd., into babies’ home, 

Kenilworth. —Birmingham and Midland Red 
Omnibus Co., Ltd., Bearwaod, Birminghin, 
propose six "bus shelters, 

Lincoin.—County Hospital Board of Manage- 
ment propose completion of scheme for exten- 
sions. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved :—Brick-built in- 
cinerator at Park House hospital, Crumpsall, 
at £450; alterations and additions at Tame-st. 
institution, Ancoats, at £1,654, for Social Wel- 
fare Committee ; ‘erection of buildings at 
Wythenshawe estate. 

Morecambe and Heysham.—T.C. approved 
school sites at Torrisholme and Acre Moss-la. 

Morpeth.—R.D.C.. to complete 46 partly built 
houses at Widdrington Station. Plans by 
Mauchlen & Weightman, Saville-row, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—T. J. Madew, Marsh- 
chambs., Marsh-parade, is architect for struc- 
tural alterations at ‘“‘Crown” inn, Red-st., 
Chesterton.—T.C. approved new premises for 
British Legion Club, Ltd 


*bus 
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Northants.—Health Committee propose mater- 
nity home. 

Northumberland.—C.C. 
modern hospital. 

Oldham.—E. S. England, 12, Clegg-st., is 
architect for extensions to works at Hather- 
shaw.—E.C. propose sub-station.—T.C. propose 
repairs at Registrar’s house and chapels at 
Hollinwood cemetery, at £1,079.—E.C. propose 
erection of four additional schools and exten- 
sions to existing buildings—T.C. approved :— 
Alterations and sanitary conveniences to pre- 
mises, for Leek and Moorlands Building Society, 
Ltd.; additional lavatories for T. Parkington 
& Sons; Welfare rooms for James Greaves, 
Ltd., cotton spinners; staff lavatories for Bell 
Mill Co., Ltd. 

Runcorn.—Officers of Corps of Sea Cadets 
propose training quarters and club headquarters 
a 7,000. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Plans approved for develop- 
ment of 44 acres of land for E. Maddison, Dar!l- 


propose to erect 


ington-la., Norton. Architect is F. W. Turn- 
bull, Carlton. 
T en.—E.C. propose sanitary improve- 
= at Cornholme school, at £185. 
nemouth.—T.C. to combine with Whitley 


Bay U.D.C. in erecting large general hospital. 

Bay R. Wallace, Northumberland-sq., North 
Shields, to prepare layout plans for Broadway 
site covering 20 acres 

Urmston.— U.D.C. propose extensions at Cot- 
tage Hospital.—T.C. approved office srtenne 
for Superheater Co., Ltd. —A. Locke, Ltd., 
Lostock-rd., Davyhulme, prepared plans te 
erection of 88 houses. 

Warrington.—Social Service Committee pro- 
pose laundry at Whitecross institution.—Pas- 
senger ‘Transport Committee and_ Sanitary 
Works Committee propose joint. schemes for 


combined ’bus shelters and sanitary conveni- 
ences on approved sites, at £4,075. 
Worcester.—Ansell’s Brewery Go., Ltd., Aston 


Brewery, Birmingham, 6, propose extensions at 
““Hop Market” hotel. 


BRITISH RESTAURANTS AND 
CANTEENS 


Bury.—T.C. approved kitchen and_ boiler- 
house for school feeding, for E.C. 

Crompton.—Lancashire E.C. propose central 
itehen at Crompton. 

Hetton (Co. Durham).—M. 
B.R. at Downs-la. 


of F. approved 
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Lichfield.—E.C. to erect central school kitchen 
at Lower Sandford-st. 

Macslesfield.—_E.C. propose adaptation of pre- 
mises at Pierce-st..for central kitchen. 

Manchester—T.C. approved’ kitchen at 
infants’ dept. and kitchen at junior mixed dept. 
at Moston Municipal schools. 

Oldham.—T.C. approved school dining-hall at 
St. Patrick’s, Foundry-st. and Slater-st. 

Rotherham,—E.C. propose combined kitchens 
and dining-halls at central schools. 

Urmston.—U.D.C. approved additions to 
works canteen. Plans by B. Waterhouse (F.), 
134, Deansgate, Manchester, 3. 


Wallsend.—Charles Croften & Co., Ltd., to 
erect canteen and welfare hut. 
Wallsend.—T.C. received approval for two 


school feeding centres and conversion of pre- 
mises at Station-rd. into B.R. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

Denotes provisionally accepted. 

Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

Denotes accepted gedjest to modification. 
Denotes accepled by H.M. Government 
departments. 


<A ontt+ 


Durham.—Internal painting and renovations 
at South Hetton remand home, for C.C. 
W. Alder & Sons, Sunderland, £750. 

Durham.—Works for: ©:C,:—Internal repairs 
at Sedgefield Institution, *Bellery & Son, Bis- 
hop Auckland, £320; rebuilding retaining wall 
at Houghton Institution, *J. Robinson, Hough- 
ton, £327; internal: repairs at Richard Murray 
hospital, +w. L. Hindmarsh, Stanley, £175 10s. ; 

ainting Earle’s House sanatorium, *G. D. 

fcPhee, Durham, £579; alterations to Homer 
Villa child welfare centre, Jarrow, *David 
Glen, Ltd., Jarrow, £524. 

{London (Air Ministry).—List of new con- 
tracts to value of £500 or over for week ended 
August 5. 

Electrical work: Hall and Stinson, Sheffield, 
11; Negus Electrical Co., Cambridge; C. J. 
Bartley & Co., Ltd., Ashbourne, Derbyshire. 

Heating work: Z. D. Berry & Sons, Litd., 
Warrington, Lancs. 

Erection of structural steelwork: West Mid- 
Wolverhampton. 

Lowe & Sons, Ltd., 


lands Erection Co., 
Drainage work: Thos., 
London, W.6. 
Surface dressing work: Bituminous Surfacing, 


Ltd., ener. 12; Alexander Asphalt Co., 

Ltd., Bristol, 
Civil pon work: R. A. Buckle, 
>. 


Prestatyn, Flints, 
Agricultural work: R. M. Douglas (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Birmingham, 23; — Valley 
(Constriftion) Co., Birmingham, 

{London (Ministry of Works). a centzadis 
placed during week ended August 3 :— 
London: Building work, R. Dixon & Sons, 
59, Park-walk, Chelsea, §.W.10. 

Cambs : Building work. F. J. & T. E. Prime, 
26, Burleigh-st., Cambrid ige. 

Dorsetshire : Civil engineering, Wm. Press & 
Son, 38, Old Queen-st., Westminster. 

Hereford: Building work, Hiles & Son, Ltd., 
Holme Lacy-rd., Hereford. 


Lancs Building work, Hampton, Sons & 
James, Ltd., 51-57, Marsh-st., Liverpool, 20; 
Chas. A. Critchley (St. Helens), Ltd., 92, 
Church-st., St. Helens, Lancs; W. Lionel Gray 
(1933), Lid., Hospital- -bldgs., Darley, Farn- 
worth, Lanes. 


Northumberland ; Building work, Thos. Curry 
& Son, Meldon-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Staffs: Building work, G. Minshall & Co., 
292a, Waterloo-rd., Cobridge, Stoke-on-Trent. 
Surrey: Civil engineering, General Asphalte 
Co.. Ltd., Hope House, 41/49, Great Peter-st., 
8.W.1. 

Yorks: Building work, Lawson & Boddy, 
Manude-st., Darlington. 

GLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed by War Dept. for week ended July 29 :— 
Perthshire: Miscellaneous work, John Reid 
& Sons, Crossgates, Fife. 

Yorks: Miscellaneous work, Allton & Co. 
(Contractors), Ltd., Ripon, Yorks. 

Norfolk: Concrete work, J. Youngs & Sons, 
Ltd., Norwich. 

Worcs: Hutting (erection), Geo. Law, Ltd., 
Kidderminster. 

London: Miscellaneous work, F. Coyle & Co., 
Ltd., Brentford, Middlesex. 

Hampshire : Miscellaneous work, W. L. Wool- 
ford & Sons, Winchester, Hants. 
Manchester.—Workshop, garage and storage, 
Ringway: *C. H. Godfrey & Son, Ltd., Bowling- 
rd., Gorton, Manchester, 18. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. —Strengthening of ag 
shelters, for City Council:—Grainger-st., 
Hutchinson & Son, Newcastle, £287; Bigs. 
Market, *T. Hutchinson & Son, £162; Gaiety 
Theatre, *#R. M. Chamberlain’ & Co., Ltd., 
Gateshead, £175; Clayton-st., *T. Hutchinson 
& Son, £254; Emerson- chambs., *R. M. Cham- 
berlain & Co., Ltd., Gateshead, £458. 
Newcastle-under-Lyme.—F or repairs to houses 
at Boulton-st., Keeling-st., Wolstanton. Adams 
& Edwards. architects, 3. Brook-rd., Stoke-on- 
Trent: *H. Hoskins, Furlong-rd., Tunstall, 
Stoke-on-Trent. 
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Rochdale.—Additional lavatory accommoda- 
- at Townhead Offices: *T. Bussey, Flannel- 
st. 











UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
UILDERS 


MEMBERSHIP 1941 —856 
MEMBERSHIP 1942 — 1,612 
MEMBERSHIP TO DATE— 4,000 
LONDON REGION 37 AREA OFFICES 


PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 
BATH, BRISTOL, EXETER, FROME, 
MANCHESTER, MERSEYSIDE, PLYMOUTH, 
PORTSMOUTH, SALISBURY and TORQUAY. 


(Many Branches in course of formation) 





SUBSCRIPTION £3 .3.0 p.a. 


"Phone or write 
Secretary : 
23, Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 











THE BUILDER 


Skipton. rr hainting work at Sutton and Steeton 


schools, for t Riding C.C. A. Booth (A.), 
County Architect, County Hall, Wakefield: 

H. Mason & Sons, 54, High-st., Skipton, 
York £443. 


Urmston.— Works, for U.D.. :—Restoration and 
repairs to 10 flats at Flixton-rd. and Western- 
m Flixton, T. Sumner Smith, F.8.1., Clifton 

Lod dge, Park-cres., Victoria Parke Manchester, 

Maunders & Sons, Ltd., 554, Lostock-rd., 
Receul £4,447; repairs at Hilrose-ay. (E. L. 
Leeming. S., Council Offices, Crofts Bank-rd.), 
* Dervis Franklyn, Woodsend-rd., Flixton, Man- 


chester, 
Widnes.—School canteen, for E.C,:*W. Peak, 
for T.C. 


17, Church-st., Warrington. 
o ork. —Essential ee to houses, 

Cc. J. Minter, City .E.:—32, Newborough- st., 
*G. H, Robinson, 51, Holgate- rd., £293; 
Scarborough-terr., *H. Colman & Son, Avenue- 
terr., Clifton, £376; 210, Beckfield-la., #W. Birch 


& Sons, Ltd., Spen- la., £401; 49/51, Lavender- 
gr. Sawdon & Simpson, 32, Carr-la., Acomb, 


(All of York.) 


NEW COMPANIES 


Tue particulars quoted below have been com- 
piled by Messrs. Jordan & Sons, Ltd., Company 
Registration Agents, of 116 and 117, Chancery 
lane, W.C.2, from the documents available at the 
Companies Registry. 


Ciayre AND Co. (BuILpEerS’ MERCHANTS), Lr, 
(388393). Re; rd. June 24. Bidrs. and engrs.’ 
mchts., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dirs.: W. Clark, 
49, Wieats- -ave., Harhortie, Birmingham, 17, and 

yre 

Bowyer Davison, Lrp. (388392). Regd. June 24. 
29, Baker-st., W.1._ Bldrs., contractors, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £500. Dirs.: R. Bowyer and R. 
Davidson. 

MARSHALL ANDREW AND Co., Lrp. (388358). Regd. 
June 22. Bidrs., contractors, etc. Nom. cap. : 
£10,000. Dirs.: S. W. Marshall Andrew end 
8. 8. Gibbins. 

SoutH Mouton Contractors, Lip. (388310). Regd. 
June 20. 11, Oxford-mews,. W.2. Decorators, 
bidrs., contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 
Dirs. : P. L. Howe and Mrs. B. Howe. 

Henry THOMASON AND Sons (1944,, Lip, (388281). 
Regd. June 19. 64, Oughtrington-In., Lymm, 
Ches, Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap. : £3, 000. Dirs. : 
F. ty yg junr., and 8. Thomason. 

R. WILson AND Co. (Buitpers), Lrp. (388265). 
Reva. June 17, 164, Doncaster-rd., Conlsborcent. 
—4 Doncaster. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Permt. d 

H. Wilson. 

Wa. Watson (Contractors), Lrp, (388148). Regd. 
June 10. Bidrs., contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£500, Dirs. : G. Watson and Grace E. 
Watson. . 


BUCHANAN & CURWEN ‘™. 
ELECTRICAL 
WORK 


Schemes prepared for 


ARCHITECTS 


engaged on Post-War. Planning 





ADDRESS: 
66, VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1 
Tel.: ViCtorla 6550 
Also at BRISTOL & LEATHERHEAD 
EST. 1895 








“May 
E. ¢: 2. Bldrs., etc. 


£6,000. Dirs. 





August 11 1944 


T. Netson (Bumpers), Lrp. (388244). Regd. 
June 16. Rear of 1-6, Cranbourne-terr., Salt 
Hill, Slough. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: T. 
Nelson, F. P. Young, E. C. Thorne.. 


Brockwe._t (Contractors), Lrp, (388201). Regd. 


June 15. 197, Brixton-hill, 8.W.2. Bldrs., con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dirs.: J. R. 
Massey and Mrs. H. Massey. 

G. R. Catcurr, Lrp. (388067). Regd. June 7. 
79, Bahaguente. 2 BC, Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap. : 
£1 Dirs. : R. Calcutt and Mrs. G. W. D. 
Calcutt. 

Waker AND Evans, Lrp. (388032). Regd. 
June 5. 31, St. Cuthberts-st., Bedford. Bidrs., 
etc. Nom, cap.: £2,000. Dirs.: J. H. Walker 
and A. W. J. Evans. 

Hatt Green Buitpers, Lrp. (388024). Regd. 


June 5. 12a, Baldwins-ln., Hall Green, Birming- 
ham. Nom..cap., £1,000. Dirs.: G. Parry and 
Mrs. N. Parry. 

Unity Srructurses, Lrp. (387975). Regd. June 2. 
35, Wesley-ave., N.W.10 Bidrs., bldrs.’_ mchts., 
etc. Nom. cap. : 25.000. Dirs.: G. F. Findlay, 
J. A. Findlay and E. Grahame and L. J. Hill. 


J. BRENNAN (WILLESDEN), Lip. (387883). Regd. 

30. Bank-chmbrs., 232/8, Bishopsgate, 
Nom. cap.: £500. Dirs. : 
J. Brennan and Peggy J. Jones. 

W. Liewettyn Davies (LiAnewty,, Lrp. (387895). 
Regd. May 30. Post Office Chmbrs. Lianelly. 
Sand and a gravel ) pits, » gu arries, etc. Nom. cap. : 

avies soemt. man. dir. ), 
Ellen A. nevis cat Elizabeth B. Richards. 




















BRONZE METAL 
WORK FOR 
BANKS, 
OFFICES, 
Ete. Sy winnow 


OPENING 
GEAR 


26, Bloomsbury Way 
LONDON, W.C.1 
BRADFORD & MANCHESTER 











HARDWOOD 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 








Boyle’s «ai-rump” Ventilator 
OVER TWO MILLION IN USE ‘ 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 
Ventilating Engineers, Emergency Address: 34 MORLAND 
AV., E. CROYDON, SURREY. Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 














WATerloo 5474. 





Temporary Offices: 








GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


CAMBERWELL 


15-16. TORRINGTON COURT, WESTWOOD HILL, S.E.26 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


of 


Telepbone: SYD. 6235/6 
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